
Society for Latin American Studies 
COVID-19 Hardship Fund 

 

DEADLINE: 12 noon on Friday 19th June 

Purpose of the Scheme 

The main purpose of these awards is to support ECR SLAS members whose finances (and 
thus well-being) have suffered significant detriment due to the impact of COVID-19.  

Eligibility 

For the purposes of this emergency funding scheme applicants will be considered eligible 
who are either: 

• Postgraduate members of SLAS NEITHER in receipt of full-time funding for their 
doctorate NOR in full-time employment; 

or 

• A member of SLAS within two years (at the time of the application) of receiving their 
doctorate from a UK institution, and who are not yet in full-time employment. Please 
note the two years does not include any periods of maternity or paternity leave. 
Please detail this in the ‘any other information’ section of your application form. 

The grants are intended to help support SLAS PG and postdoc members in this time of 
extraordinary crisis and are not intended nor required to support research activities. Instead, 
this funding is to support day-to-day financial challenges created by the COVID-19 
pandemic. 

The types of circumstances which this emergency funding is intended to address are 
financial hardship of SLAS ECR members 

• whose contracts at universities have been significantly reduced or terminated 
prematurely in response to COVID-19; 

• whose fixed-term fellowships have been cancelled or postponed due to the COVID-
19 crisis; 

• who would normally expect to work part-time AND/OR on a zero-hours contract; 

• who normally work to support their studies and need to leave external employment to 
undertake caring responsibilities due to COVID-19; 

• who need to leave external employment for health reasons (including pregnancy or 
disability); 

• who need temporarily to relocate their place of residence due to COVID-19; 

• who are awaiting viva and unable to find employment. 

This list is not exhaustive and is intended as indicative. 



Who is not eligible? 

Due to the limits of our available funding, we regret that we are not able to open these 
awards to all PG and postdoc SLAS members.  Specifically, this scheme is not able to 
support: 

• PhD students in receipt of full funding; 

• applicants in full-time ongoing paid employment or who have been furloughed under 
the government scheme; 

• PhD students who have suspended their studies for reasons other than directly 
related to COVID-19; 

• PhD students who are registered at universities outside the UK; 

• SLAS members who were not normally resident or employed in the UK as of March 
2020; 

• ECRs who are in receipt of or due a redundancy payment from their employer. 

What are the criteria for selection? 

• Only fully completed applications can be considered. 

• Any application which demonstrates financial hardship directly caused by the 
COVID-19 pandemic will be considered. 

How (and how many) grants will be allocated? 

Individual grants of up to £500 will be awarded by a combination of 1) confirmation of 
eligibility and 2) a lottery system.  

Specifically: 

• SLAS will fund hardship grants of up to £500 each, up to a total of £9000. 

• Each application will be assessed to confirm that the applicant meets all eligibility 
criteria. 

• If the number of eligible applications demonstrating need exceeds the supply of 
SLAS hardship grants, funding will be awarded by a lottery system. Allocation of 
awards by lottery is an innovative development in international research funding.  In 
the current context, the lottery’s benefits as a selection tool include not only its 
tendency to reduce the scope for conscious or unconscious bias but also its speed of 
operation. 

When will applicants be notified? 

All applicants will be notified of the result of their application within two weeks of the 
deadline. Awards will be made by BACS transfer or by cheque, as the awardee prefers. 
Payments will be made within one week of notification. 

Questions and Answers 

• Do I need to be a PG or ECR Member of the SLAS to apply? 

https://www.timeshighereducation.com/news/lottery-research-grants-backed-new-zealand-academics


o Yes. This scheme is only open to SLAS members. 

• If I receive a SLAS Hardship grant, will my eligibility to apply for future SLAS funding 
(for example for research trips or conferences) be affected? 

o No. Receipt of a hardship award will not be considered if you subsequently apply 
for a SLAS grant. This is an exceptional discretionary award to support you at a 
critical time. 

• Do I need to be a UK citizen to receive a SLAS Hardship grant? 

o Non-UK nationals are eligible to receive awards as long as they meet the eligibility 
criteria detailed above. 

• Are part-time students eligible for support? 

o Yes, part-time students are eligible for this programme. 

• How will my award be paid? 

o Awards will be paid into a UK bank account or by cheque, as the awardee prefers. 

• I am registered for a PhD at a UK university but am an international student and have 
travelled home because of COVID-19. Am I still eligible to apply? 

o If you remain registered at a UK university for your PhD, you remain eligible for 
hardship funding (which will be paid to your UK bank account or by cheque, as the 
awardee prefers). 

• Do I need to submit receipts to document my expenditure from the Hardship Grant? 

o No. We understand that in this crisis many different types of expenditure—
including, but not only, groceries, medications, accommodation, equipment, 
relocation costs and costs entailed by caring responsibilities—may justifiably be 
accrued by applicants and we trust them to expend their grants to the best effect to 
maintain their health and well-being during this crisis. 

• Do I need to progress or to complete a specific piece of research with the use of any 
Hardship Grant? 

o No. The hardship grants are designed to support you, not to fund particular 
research projects. We recognise that many PG and postdoc scholars may not be 
able to undertake research at this time. 

• Do I need to submit a report to SLAS detailing my use of Hardship grant funds? 

o No. Unlike our standard scheme, no formal report is required after the award has 
been used.  We welcome contributions to the blog on our webpage but understand 
that the current COVID-19 crisis and its aftermath may limit and/or preclude many 
applicants’ capacity to undertake such writing. 

• Do I need to acknowledge SLAS Hardship grant support in my PhD dissertation or 
publications? 

o Not unless you want to. This is an exceptional scheme for exceptional 
circumstances, and SLAS has no expectation that this support will be formally 
acknowledged by recipients in their scholarly work. We are also aware of the 
sensitivity of applying for hardship funds and do not expect recipients to disclose 
the funding unless they chose to. 


