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Extractive activities, territory and environment in Andean countries

(Session 1)

Percy Building, room G5

Convenors: Dr. Carlos Crespo, Patricia Ocampo-Thomason and Professor Nina Laurie. 

Andy Higginbottom (Senior Lecturer in Politics and Human Rights at Kingston University) Accountability of Extractive Corporations in Colombia: New Strategies of Alternative Justice and International Solidarity.
The framework of this paper is an applied study of ‘crimes of the powerful’, critical criminology applied to the extractive industry in Colombia. In response to a harsh domestic environment, social movements have in recent years developed a range of strategies to counter the power of oil and mining corporations.  Socially oriented trade unions have formed a domestic alliance to form a permanent observatory on multinationals. The resulting initiative is a programme of public opinion tribunals focused by sector. 

This paper investigates an unfolding strategy to create mechanisms of alternative justice, in its international dimensions. Firstly, campaign groups and investigators in the US, Spain and Britain are contributing analysis of ‘their’ multinational corporations (Occidental, Repsol-YPF and BP respectively). Secondly there is a bi-continental convergence of Latin American social movements challenging European corporations, also using the form of public opinion tribunals as at the Linking Alternatives summit in Vienna, May 2006. 

The strategy raises new questions concerning the dynamics of solidarity initiatives, the issue of responsibility for challenging multinationals from within their national ‘home’ country, and the consideration of an appropriate normativity against which to judge corporate behaviour.
Paola Colleoni- PhD Candidate (International Development Studies - Department of Society and Globalisation- Roskilde University (Denmark)/GTMS- EHESS Paris) Neo-indigenism, oil exploitation and indigenous organizations in the Ecuadorian Amazon.
Ecuadorian indigenous organisations in the Amazon are facing nowadays a fierce internal crisis. The apple of discord seems to be oil exploitation and different political positions on the matter. This is happening while neo-indigenist programs promoted by cooperation and conservation international agencies are endorsing an impressive number of projects not only targeting, but especially involving indigenous organizations as partners for their execution. Examining the case of the Shuar Federation and looking at the programs which involve the organization as rationalities of government, I will address the question of how these affect political struggles related to claims for autonomy, self-determination and oil exploitation. I shall focus on the tension between the process of becoming (neo-liberal) subjects and resistances, detours and reversals that the project of producing governable subjects can encounter.
Pablo Regalsky (CENDA and Newcastle University) Territorios indígenas y procesos de descentralización y autonomía en Bolivia en el contexto de la Asamblea Constituyente de 2006
Mientras las 5 organizaciones indígenas de carácter nacional han logrado consensuar un proyecto común para introducir el tema de las autonomías indígenas en las discusiones de la Asamblea Constituyente que inició sus sesiones en agosto de 2006, otro movimiento apoyado en los comités civicos, los sectores empresariales y sectores urbanos de clase media está activamente movilizado para imponer una reestructuración territorial del estado basada en autonomías departamentales. El escenario de conflicto refleja tanto la emergencia étnica de un lado, como la pugna por el control y administración de las regalías petroleras por el otro. La presentación examina el actual mapa de conflictos  de Bolivia, las tensiones entre las compañias petroleras y los territorios indígenas y los posibles resultados de ambos proyectos y procesos de descentralización, devolución de soberanía y/o reconfiguración territorial en marcha.

All five Bolivian Indigenous organizations achieved consensus for a constitutional text to be introduced to the Constituent Assembly. It declares Bolivia a Plurinational State and recognizes Indigenous Autonomies as the basis for a new form of State. On the other side of the national political and social spectrum, big landowners, private companies and urban middle class support the initiative of the Comites Civicos for political decentralization through departmental autonomies. The conflict scenario reflects the process of ethnic emergence combined with the struggle for control over the oil revenues. The paper examines the current Bolivia conflicts’ map, the tensions between oil companies and the Indigenous territories and possible outcomes from the tensions between both territorial reconfiguration and political decentralization projects

Carlos Crespo Flores (CESU-UMSS, Cochabamba Bolivia) Water, private governance and racism: The case of Aguas del Illimani Company in the cities of La Paz and El Alto (1997-2006)

A definition of racism in the context of global capitalism and the hierarchical management of differences is developed; its influence in the organisation of the space, the environment and social participation is proposed, the called cultural racism. After showing the racial feature of spatial segregation in La Paz and El Alto, evidences are shown on how Aguas del Illimani (AISA) company, the concessionaire water and sanitation company reproduced this segregation because failed to attend the aymara urban poor neighbourhoods in both cities. The concession as a case of environmental racism is discussed, emphasising the principal environmental impacts produced by the service, the risks of natural disasters (floods and mass-movement landforms), result of the negative to manage the pluvial system. Finally, after analysing the concept of “social capital”, AISA’s instrumentalisation of social participation tools to implement technological solutions and projects to expand the network, based in “pro poor” criteria, benefiting just the company, is criticised.

(Re)reading History in Latin American Narrative (Session 1)
Percy Building G7

Convener: Dr. Victoria Carpenter 

Dr. Anna Reid (Universidad Autónoma del Estado de Morelos, México) Laying bare the colonial body in Enrique Serna’s Ángeles del abismo
This paper will analyse the way in which Serna underlines and satirizes the theatricality of colonial society in Ángeles del abismo, a novel which recreates the stage-set of seventeenth century New Spain. It will focus primarily on the way in which Serna mocks the hypocrisy of the Catholic Church through two women, the ilusa Cristina Cruz, subject to the whims of the Inquisition, and Leonor who finds carnal love through divine and mystic poetry, thus eroding and questioning the boundaries between mysticism and deluded women, between divine and carnal love.

Karan Bubber (University of East Anglia) Representations of land in the Mapuche folklore
Gema D. Palazón Sáez (Universitat de Valencia, Spain) Construyendo la historia nacional: el testimonio nicaragüense en las décadas ochenta y noventa
Con esta ponencia, me propongo analizar parte de la producción testimonial en Nicaragua desde el triunfo revolucionario del FSLN en 1979 hasta nuestros días. Me interesa plantear el modo en que el testimonio se institucionalizó como forma de reconstruir la identidad nacional en los ochenta (sobre la base de la construcción del héroe nacional, el hombre nuevo y una genealogía de la identidad nacional a partir de la figura de Sandino) y sus reformulaciones en la década de los noventa, bajo parámetros políticos y económicos muy distintos. 

Buena parte de la memoria colectiva de Nicaragua se sostiene en algunos de los testimonios que vieron la luz en los primeros años de la década de los ochenta (La montaña es algo más que una estepa verde, La paciente impaciencia, etc).  Una década más tarde y con el sueño esfumado, nuevos testimonios emergieron para explicar el fracaso electoral y distanciarse de una cúpula de gobierno de escasa credibilidad política y financiera, para dar así paso a una nueva historia en la que el eje seguía siendo la revolución, pero su factura se dejaba sentir con la aparición de nuevas sensibilidades y lecturas del proceso revolucionario.

Todo este proceso entra en contacto, además, con los discursos académicos que se generaron por parte de la crítica alrededor de la producción tesitmonial en Centroamérica y que marcaron las líneas con que fueron abordados numerosos de los textos publicados en la década de los ochenta, pero que se han mostrado incapaces de recoger el cambio de paradigma de los noventa. Es por eso que me propongo discutir algunas de las consideraciones sobre el testimonio en el caso de Nicaragua y apuntar nuevas formas de inscribirlo en los procesos culturales, políticos y económicos que ha atravesado el país en las últimas décadas.

Current Political Processes in Latin America (Session 1)

Percy Building, room G9

Convenor: Dr. Gustavo Emmerich 

Luis Eduardo Medina Torres (Universidad Autónoma Metropolitana, Iztapalapa), Cecilia Hernández  (Universidad Autónoma de la Ciudad De México) Las fórmulas, las cuotas y los resultados electorales en América Latina durante los comicios de 2006) 

La ponencia revisa las distintas fórmulas y cuotas electorales que fueron aplicadas en los doce países latinoamericanos que tuvieron comicios legislativos y presidenciales durante el 2006.  La ponencia también propone analizar los resultados electorales que se generaron como consecuencia de la aplicación de fórmulas y de cuotas específicas, además de las condiciones particulares en cada país.

La ponencia finaliza con un balance global de los resultados y de la configuración de equilibrios políticos en la región.

Berenice Ortega (University of Essex) Spaces of resistance, Class Formation and Political Culture of Social Protest in Contemporary Latin America

I seek to debate on the concepts and paradigms we use today to interpret social movements and social change, particularly in Latin America. Specifically, I would like to introduce “class” as a valid category that can be useful to describe, not a “thing” set in a rigid structure, but a historical process of collective memory and struggle constructed in conditions of domination and resistance; and if and how it can contribute to building a contemporary peoples’ project of Nation. I would like to do this based on my field research with the coca grower’s movement in Bolivia and the recent social protest in the community of San Salvador Atenco in Mexico.

Sonja Wolf (University of Wales Aberyswyth) Subverting Democracy: Elite Rule and the Limits of Political Participation in Post-war El Salvador

The Peace Accords that ended the 12-year armed conflict in El Salvador were meant to herald a process of democratisation and open space for greater political participation. These objectives have been formally achieved by including the ex-guerrilla combatants in the political party system and allowing for popular association. However, both the electoral arena and the sphere of civil society have remained ineffective sites from which to achieve the social and economic changes that the country requires. The paper argues that the governing ARENA party engages in systematic practices of “subversion” that undermine democracy and restrict political participation so as prevent challenges to the privileges of the ruling elite. Alternation in power has been averted through a combination of electoral manipulation and persuasion, while organised civil society demands are being countered through strategies of delegitimisation and repression.

Modernity, Development and Identity: Science and Nation in Latin America during the Nineteenth Century and the First Half of the Twentieth Century (Session 1)

Percy Building, room G11

Convenor: Professor John Fisher

Michela Coletta (University College London – Department of History) The role of degeneration theory in Spanish American public discourse at the fin de siècle

The concept of degeneration, derived from late-nineteenth-century European scientific debate, was soon adopted in the public discourse of turn-of-the-century Spanish America, with deep implications in all aspects of social, political, cultural and artistic life. What I find worth of attention is that degeneration theory was applied within a socio-political context, namely Spanish America, which was itself subject to the stigma of degeneration: through the analysis of selected periodical literature, I will discuss the role of the vulgarisation of scientific ideas in relation to the representation of Spanish America’s modern identity and the relevance of degeneracionismo for the definition of modern values in the region, with specific reference to Chile and Argentina

Ana María Talak (Universidad de Buenos Aires – Argentina) Progreso y degeneración en los abordajes científicos de la cuestión social en Argentina, 1890-1930

Se analiza la articulación de la categoría de degeneración con las ideas de progreso en los discursos científicos que abordaron los problemas de la cuestión social en Argentina, a fines del siglo XIX y en las primeras décadas del siglo XX. Diversos integrantes de la cultura científica elaboraron interpretaciones psicológicas y sociológicas de los conflictos sociales en tanto conductas desviadas, apoyadas en el lenguaje de las ciencias naturales, y especialmente, en teorías de la evolución que incluían lo social entre las funciones adaptativas de los grupos humanos. Se analizan además las implicancias políticas de los usos de estas nociones.

Sonia Lozano (Centre de Recherche Médecine, Sciences, Santé et Société (CERMES). Paris) Science et identité: biologisme et anthropologie social au service de l’Etat Mexicain au XIX siècle.

De nombreux historiens ont insisté sur l’obsession mondial qui existait au XIX siècle pour la régénération de l’homme et de l’importance qu’elle prenait dans l’éducation, le commerce international, l’économie, la guerre, la colonisation et, pour les peuples américains pour le repeuplement du pays. Ainsi le combat contre la dégénérescence pénétra profondément la conscience populaire et deviendra l’axe des politiques sociales et hygiénistes des Etats latino américains à la quête d’une identité nationale moderne.     

Ce travail montre comme l’introduction des théories évolutionnistes et le biologisme se sont développes au Mexique comme des éléments nécessaires au processus de modernisation et d’internationalisation du pays au XIX siècle.

Ângela Pôrto e Kaori Kodama (Casa de Oswaldo Cruz / Fiocruz) Doença e raça nos periódicos e teses de medicina do século XIX no Brasil.

O trabalho expõe alguns aspectos do pensamento médico em torno da questão racial entre os anos 1850 e 1870. Procura-se investigar a relação entre a produção médica em periódicos e teses e as discussões em torno da relação raça e doença durante este período, marcado pelas tentativas de abolição da escravatura. Objetivamos situar o pensamento médico sobre o tema, no universo da ciência praticada no Brasil, confrontado à recepção de teorias raciais circulantes na Europa e EUA e à suposta rejeição aos determinismos físico-geográficos e raciais pelos médicos brasileiros. Buscamos assim verificar a hipótese da presença de uma tradição especifica do pensamento médico brasileiro como expressão da experiência histórica de uma sociedade permeada pela escravidão.

Natalia Priego (School of Cultures Languages and Area Studies, University of Liverpool) Science as a factor of modernity: Analysing the ideas of Porfirio Díaz and Lázaro Cárdenas about modernity in Mexico.

Discourses upon modernity were cornerstones throughout the late-XIX and early-XX centuries amongst political classes in Mexico, although with variations regarding the group in power and fashions in political discourses. 

Two of the main government projects in Mexican history were those by Porfirio Díaz in the late-XIX century, and Lázaro Cárdenas, soon after the end of the Mexican Revolution. They both spoke about ‘science’, ‘modernity’ and ‘development’ as a matter of ‘identity’ and ‘prosperity’ for Mexico. This paper offers an analysis of differences and similarities in both discourses. 

Language, Education and the Struggles for a Pluricultural Citizenship 

Bedson Teaching Centre, room LG34
Convenors: Ariadna Acevedo and Rosaleen Howard

Ariadna Acevedo (Departamento de Investigaciones Educativas, Cinvestav, Mexico City) The role of Schools in discrediting and preserving indigenous languages. 

For most of the twentieth century schools in Mexico’s indigenous regions generally offered only a Spanish-language education. The difficulties faced by monolingual children and the role of schools in discrediting indigenous languages have been considered by anthropologists and sociolinguists but neglected by historians. 

Focusing on a Nahua municipality in central Mexico during a period of considerable school expansion (ca. 1880-1980), I seek to examine firstly, how Spanish-only schools paradoxically contributed to both the deprecation and preservation of the Nahuatl language, and secondly, the particular context that allowed Nahuatl to gain new prestige in the 1970s and 80s before official bilingual programmes arrived in the region.

Paula López Caballero (École de Hautes Études en Sciences Sociales ) Los ´herederos de los Aztecas´ de Milpa Alta. Lengua, identidad y nacionalismo en la formación del estado nación mexicano. 

Hacia 1950, la población de Milpa Alta (DF, México) fue definida como auténtica “heredera de los Aztecas” por lingüistas, antropólogos y maestros, categoría adoptada paulatinamente por los habitantes. Discutiré cómo esta población nahua-hablante adquiere un lugar único dentro del modelo de ciudadanía nacional al ser reconocida como fuente y origen de la mexicanidad debido a la “pureza” de su náhuatl. La elaboración de dicha categoría social y su institucionalización constituyen un observatorio excepcional para comprender la conformación de la alteridad en un contexto de homogeneización cultural nacionalista. Asimismo, cabe preguntarse si esta distinción puede considerarse como un antecedente al actual reconocimiento oficial a la diversidad cultural.

Rosaleen Howard (Newcastle University) From ‘interculturalidad’ to ‘descolonización’: The discursive construction of indigenous power in the Andean educational sphere, 1990-2006. 

Increasingly since 1990, in the wider context of Constitutional and legal reforms, education policies have been instituted in the Andean states that aim at ‘education with identity’ for indigenous language speakers. Based on interviews conducted in Ecuador, Peru and Bolivia, this paper will explore how a range of protagonists, who occupy different positions in the social spectrum, experience Intercultural Bilingual Education, in its planning and implementation. Making use of a Foucauldian concept of discourse, whereby language use is seen to be constitutive of micro regimes of truth and power within the social order, a discourse analysis approach will be adopted. Special attention will be given to the discursive paradigm shift from ‘interculturalidad’ to ‘descolonización’ currently taking place in Bolivia.

Sheila Aikman (OXFAM GB, Policy Department)  Rights, quality and indigenous epistemologies: The Harakmbut and education in the 21st century. 

This paper starts from the practical needs and demands of the Harakmbut peoples for education at the beginning of the 21st century and examines these in the context of their wider social, political and economic situation. Having participated over the past 50 years in the educational projects of the church, state and indigenous movement, the paper examines dominant policies and influences shaping the educational offer available to young Harakmbut men and women today. It examines these from the perspectives of rights to education, quality education and equality in education, looking particularly at the agendas of the indigenous movement, EFA and the MDGs, and asks what kinds of education young Harakmbut students have reason to value. 

Landscapes of belief in (post)colonial Latin America

Bedson Teaching Centre, room LG35

Convenor: Heidi V. Scott 

Heidi V. Scott (Institute of Geography and Earth Sciences, University of Wales, Aberystwyth) Religion and the subterranean landscape in early colonial Peru

Spanish colonisation brought about widespread and often dramatic changes to the landscapes of the Americas. As existing research shows, ongoing colonial struggles over religion were enacted on and through the landscape’s surface. Focusing on early colonial Peru, this paper, however, moves below the surface to consider the intersections between religion and underground landscapes. In doing so, it considers how the landscape’s ‘third dimension’ constituted a focus for Spanish anxieties about native resistance in the form of ‘idolatry’, and examines the role that religion played in shaping colonisers’ perceptions of the subterranean landscape and the exploitation of its mineral wealth.

Mark Paul Lindley Highfield (University of Aberdeen) Sacred Space in Cyberspace: The creation of the religious landscape by Mexican converts to Islam

               Converts to Islam in Mexico experience divergent realities.  Some are proximate to existing centres of worship with healthy numbers of Muslims in attendance.  Others are more sporadically located about the Mexican state.  This predicament has lead to migration to larger Muslim population centres in some cases.  The Internet provides more isolated converts with a locus for their sense of community and permits them a special sense of place.  In this paper, I examine the problems of distance, the role of the Internet in engendering a sense of community, and how the urban environment is seen as something from which the converts need to escape, despite its appeal as home to larger Muslim populations.

Elizabeth A. Olson (Institute of Geography, University of Edinburgh) ‘Just like Switzerland’: religion, development and landscape in the Peruvian Andes (Paper presented by Heidi Scott). 

This paper explores the intersection between myth and landscape in two neighbouring districts in the Provincias Altas of Cusco, Peru.  By examining the current and past relationships between Catholics and Evangelicals, I suggest that the image of Evangelicals as ‘progressive’ or more developed must be understood in the context of social and historical processes that have shaped the construction of religious identity, public ritual, as well as geographical patterns of conversion and intolerance.  Though the research is specific to the Peruvian context, the argument articulates with wider conversations in Latin American scholarship about the meaning of religious transformation throughout the region.

Contemporary Latin American Media and their Interactions with Political Concepts and Institutions (Session 1)

Bedson Teaching Centre, room LG37

Convenor: Ella E. McPherson

James Painter   (Visiting Fellow, Reuters Institute for the Study of Journalism, University of Oxford - BBC World Service) Telesur or Telechávez?

When Telesur was first launched in October 2005 as Latin America’s first ever state-funded 24x7 regional news operation, its directors saw it as a counter-hegemonic news project designed to offer a different vision of Latin America to that of CNN and other international media. But its detractors saw it as another addition to President Chávez’s investment in Venezuela’s state media sector, this time to boost his own anti-Bush agenda around Latin America. So is Telesur simply Telechávez, or are there important nuances to be unravelled? Extensive content analysis of its main news programme reveals the channel does offer a different voice, but it is a voice with a clear agenda.

Alexandra Fierro Morales and Christian Delgado Bejarano (Candidates for Masters in Cultural Studies, Universidad Nacional de Colombia) Pensando la Legitimidad: Medios y Escándalos Políticos en Colombia

Durante el primer mandato del presidente Álvaro Uribe Vélez (2002-2006) los principales medios de comunicación mostraron de manera particular el proceso de desmovilización con las Autodefensas Unidas de Colombia. Ahora, en su segundo período, algunos de estos mismos medios empiezan a hacer públicas las conexiones criminales entre importantes miembros del gobierno allegados al presidente y estos grupos paramilitares. El respaldo incondicional de los medios a la labor del mandatario durante el primer periodo y el escándalo por los nexos “para-políticos” en los albores de su nuevo mandato, crean una tensión en los medios que da cuenta de su papel en la sociedad colombiana. El objetivo de la ponencia es mostrar el análisis que hacemos sobre esta tensión, con una mirada desde los estudios culturales.

Christian U. Baur  (PhD Candidate, Free University of Berlin, Germany) The Ambivalent Role of Media in the Struggle for Rule of Law in a Highly Violent Context of Police Failure: The Case of Feminicide in Ciudad Juárez, Mexico

Mexican border town Ciudad Juárez is known for its maquila-economy, organized crime and violence against women. Lately civil society turned its struggle against the impunity of feminicide to a broader questioning of state behaviour. In connecting public demands of justice with current efforts of institution rebuilding, local media are occupying a crucial but highly ambivalent role. Despite their relative autonomy and an abundance of influence, local media doesn’t take up a tough stance in promoting institutional changes. So why the deliberative capability of public spheres structured by liberal media power does reach its springy limits when it comes to rule-of-law-implementation?

Cuban Exceptionalism Revisited ( Session 1)

Bedson Teaching Centre, room G35

Convenors: Laurence Whitehead and Bert Hoffmann
Laurence Whitehead (Nuffield College, Oxford University ) Why Debate Cuban Exceptionalism?

As the co-editor of the forthcoming book on Debating Cuban Exceptionalism that will be launched at SLAS, my presentation will survey the key issues in the debate and highlight their topical relevance.  It will also set the stage for the more detailed panel presentations to follow.

Bert Hoffmann (GIGA Institute of Latin American Studies ) Cuba’s Dilemma of Simultaneity: The Link between the Political and the National Question

The transformation process in Eastern Europe confronted a three-fold “dilemma of simultaneity” (Offe), having to accomplish not only political and economic change at the same time, but also struggling with the “national question”, in which the definition of the polity itself is in flux. In Cuba, the relationship between these dimensions spells out in a very particular way, that helps to explain Cuba’s persistent political exceptionalism. While political and economic transformation were marked by asynchrony, the political and the national questions are in fact largely intertwined, acting as a powerful support for regime stability.

Tony Kapcia (University of Nottingham) Planning for succession: the long ‘anti-transition’

               The assumptions underlying the current discussion of the Cuban ‘succession’ (e.g. of a system constructed solely around Fidel) see the character of such a succession as a less effective force for stability and popularity. However, in a system never as personalist as assumed, long-term planning for continuity (and against ‘transition’) has characterised the leadership’s strategies since the late 1970s, with Fidel’s disappearance only really relevant in recent years. Hence, the shift to Raúl is logical and fits long-standing objectives, reflecting his partnering role and the importance of the Party and the military in the planning processes and the system’s survival.

Mike Erisman (Indiana State University) Cuba's Return to the Leadership of the Nonaligned Movement:  Prospects  and Problems

This paper will examine Cuba's return to NAM (Nonaligned Movement) leadership, analyzing such considerations as:  Cuba's position on NAM revitalization via the interjection of new priorities into its menu of  proposed activities and the creation of an effective bureaucratic infrastructure to facilitate effective implementation of its goals;  the synergistic dimension of Cuba's NAM leadership (i.e., how NAM leadership relates to Havana's overall foreign policy agenda); and Cuba's prospects for a successful tenure (i.e., exploring factors that may function to facilitate or obstruct Havana's efforts to exercise strong, effective NAM leadership).

With respect to the subject's larger conceptual/theoretical significance, the paper is designed to serve as a preliminary case study of such phenomena as:  an attempt by a smaller developing country to acquire and wield "soft power" on the international stage; an attempt by a developing country to enhance its collective bargaining power within the larger context of a counter-dependency foreign policy strategy; and an effort to interject reprioritization into the process of energizing and promoting greater South/South cooperation.

Steve Ludlam (University of  Sheffield) Cuba: post-bipolar Martían social democracy?

Cuba is emerging from its long struggle to recover from the collapse of the ‘socialist camp’. Its economy has all but recovered, and its isolation has been broken by political developments in Latin America, above all in Venezuela. The question arises as to what direction its socialism will now take? The fog of the cold war long concealed the influence of Cuba’s authentic C19th social democratic tradition, epitomised in the anti-imperialism and social justice platform constructed by  Jose Martí, a tradition widely invoked in Cuban public discourse. As Cuba develops new links with global capitalism, is it protecting its legendary welfare state, and can prevent the new economic relationships intensifying the alienation and exploitation of Cuban workers. This paper addresses these questions in the light of recent policy developments, and addresses the final question in the light of the reform of Cuba’s national Labour Code, on the basis of recent research in Cuba.

The Crisis of Representation (Session 1)

Bedson Teaching Centre G37

Convenors: Jasmine Gideon and Lucy Taylor

Jasmine Gideon (Birkbeck College, University of London) The crisis of representation – what role for social organisations?

Social organisations of many kinds play a central role in democratic politics in Latin America. Democratic theory ascribes several key roles to civil society, including bringing challenging assumptions with new ideas or approaches, encouraging participation through the development of grassroots activism and the implementation of practical projects. These roles have been changed, though, by two contemporary processes – neo-liberalism (which emphasises policy implementation) and the crisis of political parties (which pushes them into a position as proxy-representatives in the political arena). Does this have a positive or a negative effect on social organisations? And can they really ‘represent’ the views of ordinary people? 

Sarah Bradshaw (Middlesex University) Cooperative Conflict and the Autonomous Women’s Movement in Nicaragua

            The Autonomous Women’s Movement (MAM) has recently emerged as a dominant force in Nicaragua suggesting a new are of cooperation exemplified by the launch of the ‘Women’s Health Agenda’ in 2005.  The product of a two-year consultative process that included over 50 women’s organisations, the Agenda presents a series of demands to the state contextualising these demands by reference to the international rights discourse.  In the light of recent political changes in Nicaragua, the paper will explore the means adopted by MAM to make representation to the state and the extent to which MAM ‘represents’ the views of women and women’s groups and ask how ‘autonomous’ the movement really is.    

Sara Dewachter  (University of Antwerp) Civil Society Participation in PRS Processes: Who is Taking a Seat at the Pro-poor Table?

In our paper we start from the observation that the PRSP logic uses input output logic, meaning that it supposes that the input of ‘civil society participation’ into the policy cycle will inevitably lead to the output of poverty reduction.   We argue that ‘civil society participation’ is a very vague concept and can constitute very different things depending on who is actually participating, who they represent, what influence they can yield...  Consequently the type of input will also determine the extent to which the expected output will in fact be delivered and thus how civil society participation will ultimately contribute to poverty reduction. We test empirically what type of organizations participated in PRSP participatory processes based on data gathered from Honduras civil society organizations.

Anthony Pereira (University of East Anglia) Representation and Public Security in Brazil the Case of Recife

What impact does political participation have on the crafting of public security policy in Brazil? How much real choice do political parties offer Brazilian voters in the area of policing? At first glance it might seem that democratic input into public security has increased in recent years. Community councils, in which civil society representatives engage in dialogue with police and government officials, have been instituted in many cities. Furthermore, regular elections at the municipal and state level facilitate competition between parties and candidates with different views about policies. However, this paper argues that both the community councils and the electoral system are seriously limited as democratic accountability mechanisms. The paper is based on a case study of Recife, the capital of the northeastern state of Pernambuco, and involves interviews with elected officials, police officers, and members of the public conducted in 2006. With this empirical base, it contrasts theoretical expectations with actual results in order to question the quality of democracy in the area of public security.

Revisioning Glocal Ecuatorianidades (Session 1)

Bedson Teaching Centre, room 1.48

Convenors: Juan G. Ramos  and Ernesto Capello 

Blanca Vega (Columbia University) From La Mitad del Mundo to the Garden State: Ecuadorians in New Jersey

Ecuadorians are becoming one of the largest immigrant populations in the US and abroad yet relatively little is known about this invisible group (Kyle, 2000). Existing research does not focus on New Jersey, where the second largest group of Ecuadorians calls home. 

With support and guidance of Dr. Olga Wagenheim and The New Jersey Hispanic Research and Information Center (Newark Public Library), I will collect oral histories and write an introductory historical profile of Ecuadorians residing in New Jersey, focusing on obstacles they have faced, their reasons for residing in New Jersey, and their relationship with Ecuador and the US.

Esther Cuesta (University of Massachusetts Amherst) “No sé si regrese al Ecuador”: Coloniality, Racialisation and Female Subjectivities of Ecuadorian Women Migrants in Genoa.
In this paper, I question how Ecuadorian women migrants partake in the complex practices of challenging and undoing of legacies of colonial experiences, coloniality, and the pervasive colonial difference. To what degree, if any, should we consider the migration of Ecuadorian women to Italy as a decolonial move or shift, when these migrant women still operate under the visages and subalternisation of global capitalism and coloniality? What are the entangled processes of decolonization and the tensions in the ongoing formation of an Ecuadorian diaspora in Italy? How are the continual and tensional sites of antipatriarchal contestation put into praxis in the everyday of assimilating to Italian cultural practices, while maintaining aspects of local Ecuadorian cultures?

Jacques Paul Ramírez G. (Universidad Iberoamericana, México) Where is the community? The Structuring of Transnational Ecuadorian Emigrant Communities in Germany and Spain

The objective of this paper is to analyze the formation and structuring process of transnational Ecuadorian migrant communities, taking as a departure point the case study of Pepinales, a rural community located in Ecuador’s central highlands territory, whose inhabitants have migrated since the mid 80’s to Germany (Bonn) and, later on, to Spain (Murcia, Madrid). 

Based on an initial theoretical approach of transnationalisation, and the formation of plurilocal social spaces and social nets, we want to find out which are the explanatory elements that would allow us to talk about the structuring of transnational migrant communities and about what these communities consist of.

Music and the city in Latin America (Session 1)

Armstrong Building, CETL Seminar room
Convenor: Geoff Baker  

Ian Mursell (Mexicolore, London) Drumming up maximum support: music and spectacle in the ceremonial centre of Tenochtitlan


Recent archaeological discoveries in central Mexico City have revealed fascinating new evidence for the major role that music, dance and chanting played in Aztec society – not only in orchestrating and choreographing vast public ritual ceremonies, but also in energizing participants (teams, spectators, rulers, even the gods...) in the enigmatic Mesoamerican ballgame, the courts for which were always located near the heart of most pre-Columbian cities.

Javier Marin (University of Granada, Spain) The Latin American City as Professional Market: European Musicians in Viceroyal Mexico City

As the seat of colonial administration in New Spain, Mexico City saw the establishment of a sizeable colony of foreigners whose influence was felt in the style of life of the city. Many European musicians undertook the transatlantic trip and settled in this city, where there was a substantial professional market. Based on archive research, this paper will try to unravel the causes that made the Mexican capital a preferential destination. Musicians, poets, artists and merchants helped to create a cosmopolitan city, a favourable meeting-place for people, ideas and cultural forms that circulated between the regions of the Spanish empire.

Drew Edward Davies (Northwestern University) “Competing with the Choirs of Medea:” Ritual Guadalupan Music-making in Eighteenth-Century New Spain

Officially sanctioned by Benedict XIV in 1754, devotion to the Virgin of Guadalupe reinvented the ritual spaces of Novohispanic cities in the later eighteenth century as new sanctuaries and processional causeways that accommodated developing religious practices. A recently uncovered description of Guadalupan festivities in 1770s San Luis Potosí traces processional music-making through the city’s neighbourhoods, highlighting the contributions of various social groups.  This paper situates this legitimizing, classicizing chronicle amid the contested space of enlightened religion and considers its intersection with period music from north-central New Spain to better understand Guadalupan musical ritual prior to the Mexican independence movement.  




***************
10:30-11:00 
Coffee in King’s Hall





***************
11:00-12:30 


Extractive activities, territory and environment in Andean countries 

(Session 2) 
Percy Building, room G5
Anthony Bebbington, Leonith Hinojosa (University of Manchester, School of Environment and Development) Conflicts over the countryside: Civil society and the political ecology of rural development in the Andean region.

This paper presents the methodological approach and background to the new Programme on Political Ecology and Rural Development in the Andes at the University of Manchester. It argues that to understand conflicts and development effects produced by the expansion of extractive industries, research requires a multidisciplinary approach centred on understanding the political economy of neo-liberal development strategies and the geographies that they produce. Analysis of the role played by civil society actors in challenging these political economies requires local and global network analysis.  The paper illustrates its arguments with findings from initial research in Peru (Cajamarca and Piura).

Michael Kent (Department of Social Anthropology, University of Manchester) Protected area management, indigenous politics and the production of customary territories.

This paper explores the relation between indigenous politics, protected area management and customary forms of territoriality in the Andes, by analysing a conflict over the Titicaca National Reserve, Peru. It questions academic literature that assumes the pre-existence of customary territories, the defence of which leads to conflicts between indigenous movements and external actors. Instead, this paper shows how the production of customary territories has been the corollary result of the conflict between the Reserve’s authorities and a variety of indigenous groups. In the process, flexible, vaguely defined and shared territories have transformed into fixed, clearly defined and exclusive “customary” territories.

Dr Jessica Budds (Geography Discipline, The Open University) Water and mining conflicts in the Peruvian Andes.

This paper examines some of the social and environmental outcomes of the expansions of mining in the Peruvian Andes through the lens of water.  Alongside land and energy, access to fresh water is a key requisite for mining.  Water has become a central focus of conflicts over mining ventures, as mining companies take control over water, while communities protest about the reduction and pollution of local water sources.  This paper employs a political ecology approach to analyse how both mines and communities access and use water resources, and how they form and mobilise different conceptualisations of water/nature to support their situated perspectives, especially neoliberal ideas of economy and tensions between science and local knowledge to support or refute negative environmental impacts.

Jeannet Lingan (London School of Economics and Political Sciences) NGOs’ representation versus local demands in mining conflicts.

In Peru, the last decade has been characterized by a continuous escalation of conflicts involving communities and mining activities relating to environmental and social demands. Many of these demands have been made public by the work of NGOs and grassroots organizations trying to influence in the policy-making process and corporate policies. The intervention of both, however, is not exempt of tensions and negotiations. This paper will analyze the issues arising from the relationship between grassroots organizations and NGOs: the problems of legitimacy and representation facing local concerns versus social and environmental justice discourses. We are going to use examples of three conflicts around mining issues in Peru: Tambogrande, Cajamarca and La Oroya to illustrate this relationship.

(Re) reading History in Latin American Narrative (Session 2)
Percy Building G7

Dr. Victoria Carpenter (University of Derby, UK) Collective Memory of Nothingness: Tlatelolco Massacre Anniversaries in Contemporary Mexican Poetry

This paper will examine the ‘remembering’ of the Tlatelolco 1968 massacre in Mexico D.F., as reflected in the poems written for the anniversaries of the event. The focus of the study is on the re-creation of the massacre through gradual abstractization of the victims and perpetrators. The destruction of the memory of the event will be examined in a two-fold way: firstly, the study will analyse the effects of abstractization on the public’s distancing itself from the event; secondly, it will address the paradox of the event being ‘remembered’ and re-created by those who did not witness it vs. the witnesses’ memories. This will answer the question whether this process results in the erasing of the event from the collective memory.

Prof. Lloyd Hughes Davies (University of Wales Swansea) Tomás Eloy Martínez and the Literary Representation of Peronism: a Tale of Bifurcating Paths? 
Martínez’s Peronist novels, notably La novela de Perón (1985), offer a New Historical focus on the marginalized aspects of Peronism; on the textualization of the past; and on the artificiality of traditional generic divisions.  Martinez had rejected the biographical form in favour of the creative freedom of the novel, La novela de Perón being a kind of counter-biography, ‘contesting’ its subject as sovereign entity and exposing as illusory any attempt to reproduce the past. Las vidas del General (2004), however, appears to ‘contest’ some of the key strategies of his earlier writings: it assumes canonical status as the ‘edición definitiva’ of the earlier Las memorias del General and is designed to provide closure for Martínez’s fictional works. This paper investigates whether it represents a shift away from the creative Nietzchean forgetting of history towards a more authoritative stance associated with its remembering.

Reinventing the past? Representation of history in Latin American narrative: an open round-table discussion

Chair: Dr. Victoria Carpenter.
Current Political Processes in Latin America (Session 2)

Percy Building, room G9

Gustavo Emmerich (Universidad Autonoma de Iztapalapa) The 2006 elections and their impact on Mexico’s Democracy

On July 2nd, 2006 Mexico held elections in which Felipe Calderón, from the centre-right, governing National Action Party (Partido Acción Nacional, PAN) won the Presidency with just 36.69% of the vote. His party also got the largest pluralities in both Houses of Congress. Andrés Manuel López Obrador, from a leftist coalition headed by the Party of the Democratic Revolution (Partido de la Revolución Democrática, PRD) finished just 0.58% behind, and denounced the presidential race as rigged and fraudulent. This led to a prolonged post-electoral conflict and a bitter political crisis that posed a serious threat to young, fragile Mexico’s democracy.

Barry Cannon, (Centre for International Studies, Dublin City University) Class/Race Polarisation in Venezuela and the Electoral Success of Hugo Chavez: A Break with the Past or the Song Remains the Same. 

Voting in recent presidential elections in Venezuela (1998, 2000, 2006) has repeatedly shown a class based polarisation around Chávez, with the poor broadly supporting him and the rich opposing him. This paper aims to prove that this polarisation has deep historical roots found in the persistent class/race based discrimination practiced in the country from colonial times.  Chávez’s discourse and poll data will be examined to show how Chávez benefited from these these fissures gaining the support of the poor. How much the new order in Venezuela under Chávez will break with that past remains to be seen.

Daniel Huerta Conde and Tania Guadalupe Garcia Chavez (University of Liverpool)   Mexico’s long term democratic transition: A tale without and end. 

Mexico has faced different periods of imposition and authoritarianism since 1521 starting with the Spanish invasion and rule of the country for over three hundred years until 1821. Then the conservatives on the nineteenth century had their own way of ruling following the example of the conquerors previously mentioned. A hundred years later the Mexican Revolution took place in 1910 led by people from the villages fighting for their rights and land. After a decade of tragic events in Mexico and a turbulent eight years period, a political party PRI (Institutional Revolutionary Party) took over the country for over seventy years until the year 2000, when the political party PAN (National Action Party) finally won an election against the state. In Mexico it was believed that the Transition to a complete democracy had arrived with the elections of the new millennium when the former Coca-Cola manager for Latin America from PAN Vicente Fox was able to overthrow the political party PRI from Los Pinos (The presidential house). There was a feeling of excitement on the streets of Mexico and many people seriously believed that a completed democratic changed had arrived, but to the shock of many six years later in July 2006 a large group of people was manifesting in Mexico city and other cities around the country challenging the fairness and effectiveness of the Institutions as well as the democracy in the country. The purpose of this paper is to analyze the long term transition period to democracy that Mexico has lived in its contemporary era, the different events and reforms that took place at the end of the twentieth century until today that have shaped the hybrid democratic system that Mexicans are living in this moment. It analyzes the current feelings of the people towards the IFE (Federal Electoral Institute) the institution in charge of organizing the elections through some quantitative analysis of surveys conducted in different areas of the country and it also reflects on the challenges and needs for some specific reforms which could complete the puzzle and make a difference in the consolidation and performance of democracy in Mexico and its political stability. 

Modernity, Development and Identity: Science and Nation in Latin America during the Nineteenth Century and the First Half of the Twentieth Century (Session 2) 
Percy Building, room G11
Rosa Helena de Santana Girão de Morais (École des Hautes Études en Sciences Sociales) Da etiologia e dos tratamentos : as doenças tropicais na prática médica durante o século XIX.
A noção de doença tropical durante o século XIX abarcava inúmeras e singulares definições. A prática e o discurso médico sendo ainda fortemente influenciados pelos princípios hipocráticos, apresentava o clima de explicar a produção dos fenômenos mórbidos. O desconhecimento dos agentes etiológicos determinou os tratamentos prescritos pelos médicos europeus, baseados em sua maioria no emprirismo, mas também favoreceu a elaboração de discursos pessimistas em relação aos habitantes e ao clima quente e úmido das regiões tropicais. 

Através do estudo de algumas doenças e dos seus respectivos tratamentos pretende-se analisar em que medida o discurso médico europeu dos oitocentos diferenciou-se do discurso elaborado pelas autoridades médicas brasileiras sobre patologia exótica. 

Martha Eugenia Rodríguez (Universidad Nacional Autónoma de México) La prensa mexicana del siglo XIX. Un medio para difundir el progreso de la medicina.
                 En la segunda mitad del siglo XIX, en México la medicina progresó rápidamente debido en parte al apoyo que el gobierno otorgó a la ciencia en general. Ese avance médico había que darlo a conocer entre el círculo académico, catedráticos y médicos dedicados al ejercicio de su profesión. El medio idóneo para hacerlo fueron los periódicos y revistas, publicados semanal o quincenalmente.

                 Nuestro objetivo consiste en analizar algunas publicaciones periódicas, que eran importantes para actualizar al médico de lo sucedido en México y en el extranjero. A través de los periódicos, los médicos intercambiaban sus experiencias y enriquecían sus conocimientos.

Yajaira Freites (Instituto Venezolano de Investigaciones Científicas (IVIC), Departamento de 
Estudio de la Ciencia) Los discursos de la ciencia y la modernidad en la Venezuela (1870-1959)
Desde el inicio de la república, los científicos en Venezuela confeccionaron argumentos para justificar la inclusión de la ciencia como parte del progreso o el desarrollo.  En la ponencia se discuten las concepciones de científicos de mediados del siglo XIX (Adolfo Ernst y Vicente Marcano) ; se continua con los del periodo 1908-1936  (Luis Razetti, Henri Pittier y Luis Ugueto) para finalizar con la generación de 1950 (Marcel Roche y Francisco DeVenanzi)

From the beginning of the Republic, Venezuelan scientists sought to justify the inclusion of science in the process of development. This paper discusses the concepts of two scientists of the mid-XIX century (Adolph Ernst and Vicente Marcano). It proceeds to consider several of the period 1908-1936 (Luis Razetti, Henri Pittier and Luis Ugueto) and ends by discussing those of the generation of 1950 (Marcel Roche and Francisco DeVenanzi). 

Fermín del Pino-Diaz (CSIC (Consejo Superior de Investigaciones Científicas)) El plagio literario del jesuita Acosta, y las relaciones entre autoría y nacionalidad.
Algunos autores peninsulares en materias indianas, especialmente si tuvieron éxito editorial, han suscitado mucho debate criollo sobre sus opiniones, e incluso sobre su autoría. Creo que el caso del P. Acosta tuvo cierta relevancia: su obra ha sido usada en un largo debate hispano-mexicano de tipo nacionalista, y ha merecido incluso una reedición continuada en México (O'Gorman, 1940-2006, 6 ediciones). O'Gorman criticó este nacionalismo  decimónico por cuestiones de método historiográfico, pero nosotros proponemos su 'desconstrucción' como estrategia antropológica, puesto que muestra una estrecha conexión entre la autoridad histórica y la conciencia nacional.

Maria de la Paz Ramos Lara (Centro de Investigaciones Interdisciplinarias en Ciencias y Humanidades, Nacional Autonomous University of Mexico) Physics, Engineering and Modernity in Mexico in the Nineteenth Century.
In 19th-century Mexico, physics and other sciences were considered by some to be symbols of progress and modernity because of their usefulness, and as a body of basic knowledge in training programmes. Physics played an important role in education, particularly in the training of engineers who were responsible for modernisation programmes. Engineers tried to use physics to resolve some of the nation’s problems, but, due to the economic and social situation, some aspects were developed more than others, and Mexican engineers had to work in government or as teachers because foreign companies preferred to hire their own nationals or other foreign engineers.

Cláudia Maria Ribeiro Viscardi (Universidade Federal de Juiz de Fora – MG – Brazil) Mutual Societies in Brazil (1850-1934)

This paper is about the making of Brazilian working class, through the analysis of its first associative organizations that took place in Brazilian Southeast, where the process of transition to Capitalism had been more accelerated. The region concentrated a great number of slaves and immigrants. The local press tells about the advent of a great number of mutualist associations that aimed to support workers in the absence of a previdenciary market. Objectives to perceive how such kind of associations had contributed or delayed the advent of trade-unions and searches to understand the relations between these associations and oligarchic elites.
Gendered Perspectives on Urban Living in Latin America

Bedson Teaching Centre, room LG35

Convenor: Katie Willis, Department of Geography, Royal Holloway, University London

Daniel Nehring (Department of Sociology, University of Essex) New normalities: urban culture, narratives of couple relationships and social change among young university graduates from Mexico City

My paper explores narrative constructions of couple relationships and intimacy in the context of processes of globalisation and socio-cultural change in urban Mexico among a group of male and female university graduates from Mexico City aged between 25 and 35 years. I look, first, at my participants’ narrative constructions of couple relationships in the context of these generational changes. Second, I contextualise these accounts through an analysis of my interviewees’ patterns of cultural consumption in the urban environment of Mexico City. In particular, I look at a selection of widely read self-help texts to document some of the cultural logics of intimacy current among urban middle-class Mexicans such as my participants

Kevin Guerrieri (University of San Diego) Paisajes urbanos en La ciudad y sus silencios de Alejandro Espinoza

El presente trabajo analiza la configuración de dos espacios urbanos principales que se reflejan en La ciudad y sus silencios del escritor mexicano Alejandro Espinoza:  el centro comercial y la maquiladora.  En Escenas de la vida posmoderna, Beatriz Sarlo describe el centro comercial, el shopping center, como una "nave espacial," sin señas de identidad local; este espacio comercial está desvinculado de la ciudad que lo rodea, lo cual hace que la geografía urbana desaparezca.  En el mismo sentido, la maquiladora ocupa un lugar culturalmente "extraterritorial."  Esta ponencia explora la creación de subjetividades individuales dentro de estos lugares, los cuales se ubican en un espacio urbano más amplio, la zona fronteriza de San Diego y Tijuana.

Polly Wilding (POLIS, University of Leeds) Violence, Gender and (In) Security in Brazil: A Case Study in the Favelas of Rio

             Brazil suffers from extreme levels of urban violence. Particularly prone to violence are the favelas, which suffer from aggressive policing tactics and the actions of armed criminal gangs. There are also high levels of tolerance towards interpersonal and private forms of violence, particularly gender-based violence.

              My research looked into attitudes towards and responses to violence, specifically how gender mediates experiences of violence and fear. This paper will look at two main axes: the neglect of gender-based violence (within the wider debate on violence), and the need for public violence to be seen through a gender lens (and how this impacts upon women).
Contemporary Latin American Media and their Interactions with Political Concepts and Institutions (Session 2)

Bedson Teaching Centre, room LG37

Ella E. McPherson (PhD Candidate, Faculty of Social and Political Sciences, University of Cambridge) The Factors Influencing Mexican and Colombian Newspapers’ Coverage of Human Rights

In the past two decades, Mexico’s media system has liberalized significantly, allowing for the style of “watchdog” coverage that has been long established in Colombia.  At the same time, governmental and non-governmental organizations in both countries have increasingly engaged with the concept of human rights.  In Mexico, evaluations of the state of human rights are a main means of holding the government to account, while, in Colombia, they are used to criticize participants in the national conflict. What influences when and how Mexico’s and Colombia’s watchdog media institutions cover human rights?  How does this compare with their colleague media institutions that, for one reason or another, are less autonomous?

Gabriela Gomez Rodriguez (University of Guadalajara) The Domestication of Terrorism in the Editorials of Three Principal Daily Newspapers of Guadalajara

I shall present a comparative analysis of the first editorials that appeared after September 11th, 2001 in three dailies of the city of Guadalajara. How is a global topic, such as terrorism, transformed into something local by three ideologically-minded (ultra-right, conservative, centre-right) newspapers? The editorial is the place where newspapers manifest their particular and institutional way of thinking. By analysing the editorials I will demonstrate that these three newspapers have constructed a social imaginary about terrorism that their ideological line dictates and that portrays the terrorism perpetrated on September 11th against the United States as affecting Mexican society and, in particular, the community of Guadalajara.
Sallie Hughes (University of Miami) The Rise (and Decline) of Citizen Focused Journalism in Latin America

As Latin American countries made transitions from authoritarian regimes toward electoral democracies, journalism in many countries became more assertive, critical and plural. However, there is evidence that once power re-accommodated in competitive electoral systems and oligopolistic economies, this form of journalism, which I call civic for its potential to activate citizenship, declined. This paper, based on case studies in Argentina, Chile, Guatemala, and Mexico, presents an institutional model of press transformation that both explains the rise of civic journalism and its more recent decline. The model looks to interactions between the press environment, journalists’ professional identities, newsroom cultures and leadership, and the strength of civil society to explain the changes.

Cuban Exceptionalism revisited (session 2) 

Bedson Teaching Centre, room G35

Stephen Wilkinson (International Institute for the Study of Cuba, London Metropolitan University) History, ideology and the structure of the Cuban revolutionary state: How and why Cuba resists ‘transition’

               Cuban exceptionalism cannot be explained without reference to its peculiar history,  the emergence of Cuban national identity and the development of Cuban revolutionary ideology. This paper examines the historical, political and demographic circumstances within Cuba that led to the emergence of an exceptional revolutionary ideology and argues that the revolution has successfully married this to a unique state structure. Using Foucault’s theory of power, the paper concludes that the intense and symbiotically supportive relationship between the structure of the state and revolutionary ideology helps to explain why and how the Castro ‘regime’ has proved extremely impervious to outside pressure to ‘transition’ towards liberal democracy and will, in all probability, outlive its chief architect.

Christopher Hull (University of Nottingham) Neighbours and friends: the exceptional case of US support for British interests in Cuba, 1935-38

In the wake of economic depression, Britain was very wary of increased US commercial penetration in the whole Latin American market in the 1930s and attempts to displace British interests there. Despite this and a multitude of Anglo-American disagreements in this period, Washington actually supported Britain’s drawn-out attempts to complete a commercial agreement with Cuba following the island’s 1933 revolution. This paper analyses F.D. Roosevelt’s ‘good neighbor’ policy, US attempts to stabilise Cuba and its all important sugar industry, and how this indirectly benefited Britain’s commercial interests in this exceptional case in Latin America.   

 Javier Corrales (Amherst College) The Gatekeeper State

              In the 1990s, the Cuban regime displayed two characteristics.  One was survival; the other, uneven implementation of economic reforms.  This paper shows how these two outcomes are related.  Uneven reform allowed the state to act as a gatekeeper of economic benefits, and this, paradoxically, enhanced the state’s political power over society, even as economic conditions were deteriorating.  The paper shows how closed regimes can survive, even regain strength, in the context of declining economic conditions.

Emily Morris (EIU London) Explaining Cuban Economic Recovery: Transition or Evolution?

              In 1990, as the Soviet bloc trading system collapsed, the Cuban economic strategy was the exception, as the government refused to follow the "transition" path taken by the other countries of the bloc--from a centrally-planned economy to a market one. To the surprise of economists, the economy not only avoided total collapse but, from 1994, pulled out of recession to make a comparatively strong recovery. This paper suggests that Cuba's liberalising reforms--that is, its "transition", however limited--can only partly explain the recovery, and that the Cuban exceptionalism in economic policy--its "evolutionary" approach to adjustment--also contributed.

 

The Crisis of Representation (Session 2)

Bedson Teaching Centre, room G37

Lucy Taylor  (University of Wales Aberystwyth) Citizenship, Representation and Political Parties

Latin America is experiencing a crisis of representation and one of the culprits most often blamed for creating and sustaining this crisis are political parties. Meanwhile, active citizen participation and meaningful representation is associated more closely with social organisations. Should we accept this characterisation of ‘villains and heroes’ or is it actually damaging to democracy? This paper argues that political parties are irreplaceable actors within democratic governments and we can’t simply ‘do without’ them; rather, it explores why it is important to do something with them, focusing on their central position as the privileged agents and engines of democratic representation. 

Patricio Silva  (Leiden University) Representative Versus Participative Democracy in Bachelet’s Chile: The ‘Pinguino Crisis’ and Beyond

During the 2005-6 Chilean Presidential elections Michelle Bachelet promised a new type of people’s involvement in her future government, what she termed as ‘gobierno ciudadano’.  This was the result of a growing criticism (even within the ruling Concertación coalition) about the increasing technocratization which has characterized the decision-making process after 16 years of Concertación governments. The massive street protest of secondary students in May this year (the so-called ‘penguin crisis’) and its destabilizing effect on the Bachelet government, however, seems to have changed the original disposition of the President to closely involve the citizens in her government. Special attention will be given to the phenomenon of ‘embedded autonomy’ which begins to characterizes the decision-making process behind the policies being adopted by the Bachelet government.
Ton Salman (Vrije Universiteit Amsterdam) The Crisis of Representation in Bolivia

Evo Morales’ administration in Bolivia, besides the challenge to design and implement new policies, also faces the challenge to restore trust in the political system as such. The paper will reconstruct the episode preceding Morales’ election and analyse the loss of confidence in political parties, politicians, state institutions and even democracy as such. Next, the focus will shift to Morales’ presidency. Besides touching upon the problems like institutional checks and balances, and ‘probity, and regional tensions’, the paper will mainly focus upon the expectations and perceptions of ‘ordinary Bolivians’ with regard to democracy and representation.

Juan Carlos Machado (Institute of Development Studies) Social Cleavages and Party Structure. Exploring the Translation of Social Cleavages into Party Structures in the High Andes Countries

The paper looks at the extent to which societal cleavages are translated into the party systems of the High Andes countries (Bolivia, Ecuador and Peru). These countries shared comparable ethnic and regional cleavages, but they have been politicized into party structures in different degrees. The paper will try to explain these differences by focusing mostly on institutional factors. I will use a case study design and strongly rely on existing qualitative data.
Revisioning Glocal Ecuatorianidades  (Session 2) 
Bedson Teaching Centre, room 1.48

Juan G. Ramos (University of Massachusetts, Amherst) The Blackening of Ecuador? Rethinking Racial Politics and the ‘Exportation’ of Afro-descendant Football Players to Europe

               Since the last two Football World Cups in 2002 and 2006, Ecuador has made its mark internationally due to its repeated success in both tournaments. Its Afro-descendant players, particularly from two of the most historically disenfranchised regions—the province of Esmeraldas and El Valle del Chota—become the international “face” of Ecuador, as they are being continuously “exported” to international football markets, including Argentina, Mexico, Spain, England, the Netherlands, Brazil, and elsewhere. 

Given the relative international success of the national team, especially in the last two world cups, in this paper, I argue that “la selección de todos” has resignified the notion of Ecuadorian-ness, as a national identity that begins to “embrace” Afro-descendant populations, while most Ecuadorians do not acknowledge the existence of racism in Ecuador. As a continuation of the coloniality of power, Afro-Ecuadorians have been a commodity, and may be continued to be perceived as such in the realm of soccer, through the political subjectivity that Afro-Ecuadorian movements may benefit from—as Afro-Ecuadorian players are now treated as national heroes, awarded the highest honours by the President; and some players have been able to obtain economic assistance for their communities from the national government.

María Antonia Carcelén (University of Massachussets, Amherst) La Escuela Quiteña 1586-1600: ¿Tolerancia represiva o negociación de identidad?

Durante el siglo XVI, Quito vivió una violenta transición de territorio conquistado a legítimo espacio colonial. Mientras se redefinía el espacio, también lo hacía la economía. Conforme se secaban las minas, crecían obrajes y encomiendas a expensas de los indígenas. Incapaces de mantener la economía a flote, criollos y peninsulares se disputaban el poder. A través del cuadro Mulatos de Esmeraldas (1599), otras identidades emergentes negociaban poder en un discurso de hibridez. La prohibición de representación y participación subalterna incitó al natural Gallque a pintar un cuadro con mensajes subersivos y una complejidad simbólica que ya para entonces iba más allá del encuentro de dos mundos.      

Ernesto Capello (University of Vermont) Exile in Nineteenth-Century Ecuador:  Reflections upon transnational origins of nation

Like many other Latin American countries, nineteenth-century Ecuador was marked by a series of political upheavals that bred instability, short-lived governments, and a revolving door of exiles amongst the political and intellectual elite.  This paper provides a re-consideration of nineteenth-century Ecuadorian national mythologies by reflecting upon the impact of exile narratives upon political legitimation in the late nineteenth century radical liberal tradition.  Examining the writings and careers of Juan Montalvo, Eloy Alfaro, and Roberto Andrade, it argues that exile biographies provided one of the pillars bolstering the successful implementation of the cosmopolitan modernizing agenda implemented following the 1895 Liberal Revolution.

Music and the city in Latin America (Session 2)

Armstrong Building, CETL Seminar room
Egberto Bermudez (Universidad Nacional de Colombia) Music, politics and social relations in the Cathedral of Santafe: the local and the peninsular, 1550-1650.

Geoff Baker (Royal Holloway, University of London) La ciudad Sonora

The impact of the written word on the development of Latin American cities was explored in Ángel Rama’s seminal book La Ciudad Letrada, and much has been written on the visible manifestations of the Spanish colonial project, yet the nexus of sound and cityscape – la ciudad sonora, or “sonorous city,” as it might be termed – has been passed over in virtual silence. This paper begins to examine the role of music and sound in Spanish colonial urbanism in the New World and to analyse music as a sphere of contact, conflict, and negotiation between different sectors of urban society.

Roberto Kolb (Lecturer at the National School of Music, Universidad Nacional Autónoma de México) Silvestre Revueltas's Esquinas: The Street Cry as a Political Foundation of Musical Modernity

Esquinas is entirely based on pregones and other street cries, not intended to paint a picturesque urban soundscape but to signify the fate of the downtrodden. The composer draws deeply from the pregón's semiotic make-up, not only in constructing a subject that is both semantic and musical, but, more strikingly, in determining the overall temporal and spatial structure of a daringly modernistic composition. Numerous pregones were recorded at La Merced market, the composer's home turf, and correlated with Revueltas's musical pregones, showing a strategic homology of semiotic structure and revealing the procedures characteristic of Revueltas's cultural approach to composition.




***************

12:30-14:00 
Buffet Lunch in King’s Hall





***************
Saturday afternoon, 14 April

14:00-15:30 


Political Ecology in Latin America: the troubled interrelation between environmental and social justice (Session 1)

Percy Building, room G5

Convenor:  Esteban Castro
Patricia Oliart (School of Modern Languages, Newcastle University) Biodiversity and multiculturalism as development assets in neo-liberal discourses: the Peruvian case

The focus of this paper are the paradoxes between the existing legal framework laid out to protect Peruvian natural resources from an environmentalist perspective, and common representations of the national territory as an endless source of rich economic and cultural  resources. Thus, high economic expectations held by formal and informal extractive industries and tourism agencies, are in turn stimulated by local and regional authorities, creating an increasing pressure over indigenous territories in the highlands and the rainforest. An association is made with the parallel tensions between official discourses about Peru being a multicultural country, and the pervasive dismissal of the contributions of indigenous peoples to the preservation and even magnification of both biodiversity, and the multicultural quality of the country.  

Dr José Augusto Pádua (History Department, Federal University of Río de Janeiro, Brazil) The political ecology of deforestation in colonial Brazil

When the Europeans first arrived in what is now known as Brazil, in the beginning of the sixteenth century, they came across a major tropical forest complex, the Atlantic Forest, originally measuring some 1.300.000 square kilometres. The Atlantic Forest is now reduced to around 7% of its original coverage, which means one of the most extraordinary processes of deforestation in the modern world, a direct consequence of European expansion and the creation of a colonial and post-colonial society in the east of South America. Even if most of this deforestation happened in the twentieth century, accelerated by the use of industrial technology, the destructive patterns of forest use started with the making of a colonial system that remained until 1822. The paper will argue that in order to produce a deeper understanding of this process we must take a broad historical perspective, taking into consideration political, geographical, ecological, technological and cultural factors. 

Prof. Erik Swyngedouw (School of Environment and Development, University of Manchester) The political ecology of urbanization in Guayaquil, Ecuador

We document and analyze the historical-geography of water control, 1892-2002, in the context of the political-ecology of Guayaquil's urbanization in order to unravel the relations of power that are inscribed in the way the urbanization of nature unfolded. Guayaquil's urbanization process is written from the perspective of the drive to urbanize and domesticate nature's water and the parallel necessity to push the ecological frontier outward as the city expanded. We show how this political-ecology of urbanization takes place through processes that structure relations of access to and exclusion from access to nature's water and, consequently, leads to a deeply repressive urban social condition.

Latin American intellectuals in the twentieth century  (Session 1)

Percy Building, room G9

Convenor: Michael Goebel

Session 1: Latin American Intellectuals in International Perspective, 1900-c.1945

Nicola Miller, (University College, London) Against Fate and Ascription: Latin American Intellectual imagine the future, 1900-1930

Latin American nations were founded upon visions of modernity.  Independence leaders imagined republics based on liberal freedoms blazing a trail through obscurantism and oppression towards a utopian future in which the full potential of humankind would be realised.  In practice, the notorious gap between ideals and realities in the region has meant that Latin America’s modernity has usually been characterised in negative terms (uneven, peripheral, fractured).  It is not unusual to find Latin America’s history represented as a struggle between modernisation and resistance to it.  But this is to overlook one of the region’s most compelling features:  namely, that the eternal return to an emancipatory project has been just as constant as has the recurrence of exploitation, repression and frustration.  Latin America has been distinctive not only in its resistance to the implementation of models of modernity imposed from without, but also in its enduring capacity -- against all the odds -- to generate affirmative visions of modernity from within.  Thus there were not just two categories of response to modernisation in Latin America, as has often been argued, but three:  the technocratic, capitalist model of modernity that has been dominant since the mid-nineteenth century has indeed been resisted, usually unsuccessfully, by anti-modern essentialisms, but it has also been repeatedly and at times successfully opposed by an alternative conception of modernity inspired by the values upon which independent Latin America was created.  The contemporary projects of the New Left are only the latest in a long line of examples.  This paper will explore the intellectual origins of this alternative Latin American modernity.

Michael Goebel (University College, London) The failure to attract the ‘Ibero American Soul’: the Weimar Republic and Latin American Intellectuals’. 

The interwar period saw a shift towards authenticist nationalism in Latin America, which implied a turn away from French, British and North American models of progress and modernity. Aware of those developments, German policymakers thought to fill this gap by offering an anti-French alternative to Latin American intellectuals. And it has been argued that the 1920s indeed marked the ‘Germanizing of Latin American thought’ (Richard Morse). Looking more closely at German cultural policies and Germany’s role for Latin American intellectuals, this paper questions the success of this attempt to ideologically realign the Latin American intelligentsia. 

Corinne Pernet,  (University of Zurich). ‘Pan-Americanism, Pan-Hispanism or Cosmopolitanism?:  Latin American Intellectuals and the Creation of a Transnational Civil Society in the Era of the League of Nations’.

This paper examines the participation of Latin American intellectuals in the League of Nations’ commission on intellectual cooperation. Argentina, Brazil, Cuba, Chile and Mexico stand out as countries that demonstrated sustained interest in international cultural politics. The paper analyzes the positioning of the Latin American intellectuals vis-à-vis Europeans and Americans and ask if their activism contributed to the creation of a transnational civil society. Sources include materials from the National Committees on Intellectual Cooperation, correspondence, as well as conference proceedings, among them little discussed conferences on intellectual cooperation that took place in Santiago (1939) and in Havana (1942).  

From Lagos to Bachelet: The Chilean Political Economy Model post-Pinochet (without Pinochet) Revisited 
Percy Building, room G11
Convenor: Ricardo Camargo
Patricio Silva (Leiden University) Suprapartidismo, Political Styles and Technocratic Orientation under the Lagos and Bachelet governments.

This paper explores the technocratic profiles of both the governments of Ricardo Lagos and Michelle Bachelet. It attempts to explain a series of paradoxes such as the fact that Michelle Bachelet, with a much more leftist orientation than his predecessor, finally constituted the most technocratic cabinet Chile has ever experienced. Lagos, in contrast, gave much less space of manoeuvre to his team of technocrats. This paper will pay special attention to the emergence of influential policy-oriented think-tanks, the type of relations developed by both presidents with the Concertación coalition parties and to their personal political styles.


Gerard van der Ree (Leiden University) From MOP-GATE to Caso-Publicam: accusations of corruption and political stability under the Lagos and Bachelet governments

Accusations of corruption and financial irregularities by political leaders have become a new and prominent political phenomenon in Chile. All sectors of the political spectre have encountered such accusations: Augusto Pinochet in the Riggs case; Ricardo Lagos in the MOP-GATE case, Jorge Schaulsohn in the Caso-Publicam, and Sebastián Piñera in the purchase of LAN-Chile stocks. The political impact and outcomes of these cases have been very different. However, they have become one of the key axes of political competition, both in the relations between the opposition and the government and in the intra-Concertación party relations. This paper will analyse the role that this new phenomenon has had on the political relations in Chile as well as the prospects for future governability. 

Karen Bubber (University of East Anglia) Candidacy, lies and deceit: story of the attempted presidential candidacy by the Mapuche during the 2006-7 elections - Temuco to Santiago to Valparaiso

This paper aims to present an inside perspective of the Mapuche campaign for the 2006-7 Chilean presidency. It will outline events and situations from the start to the end of the campaign. The 2006-7 elections have been widely documented, however, the attempt by the independent Mapuche candidate, Aucan Huilcaman, presented one of the most serious Mapuche campaigns to date. Whilst little has been published little interest has been shown to cover these events or his story as a whole.The Cabalgata from Temuco to Santiago took a month with over 1500km covered on horseback. The journey was fraught with numerous events and difficulties where the state and its agencies constantly hindered progress. This paper will cover these events including the acceptance of Aucan’s candidacy, his subsequent dismissal and later failed attempts and negotiations at change of electoral law to allow his candidacy to hold.

Ricardo Camargo, (University of Sheffield) The Consensus on the Chilean
Political Economy Model post-Pinochet (with and without Pinochet) Revisited
               This paper, with data collected through semi-structured deep interviews of key protagonists from the Concertacion’s elite, reassesses the praised consensus on the political economy model of the post-Pinochet Chile. It argues that such consensus is rooted in a long-term traumatised process of reconstitution of a former and now rejected revolutionary subjectivity in which a part of Concertacion’s elite was involved in the 1980s, as a result of which a feeble, but until now irreducible, political sublimation took form in the 1990s but also in the 2000s: the impulsive necessity of being successful in the democratic governance, in which any centrifuge issue tends to be excluded altogether from the mainstream political discourse. Furthermore, non-domesticated issues such as inequality or corruption appear to this elite as a recurrent spectre of an ‘insupportable Real’, i.e., a class divided or corrupt society that manages to traverse the governance built up. However, the ‘threat of the spectre’ rather than weakening the consensus, paradoxically ending up by consolidating it, given rise to a truly ‘Chilean exceptionality’.   
¿Interculturalizando la Educación Superior? Universidades Indígenas en México. (Session 1)

Bedson Teaching Centre, room LG34
Convenors: R. Guadalupe Mendoza Zuany  and Gunther Dietz

R. Guadalupe Mendoza Zuany (University of York) & Gunther Dietz (Universidad de Granada): “Introducción: ¿Interculturalizando la educación superior? Tesis introductorias”

Genner de Jesús Llanes-Ortiz (University of Sussex): Indigenous universities: actors, dreams, and contexts. 

The analysis of the complex construction of interculturality in Indigenous universities is in need of an adequate treatment that incorporates three important factors: actors, concepts and contexts. I would like to advance the idea that while “interculturality” has become a buzzword in the social movements and governmental world, its actual boundaries are constantly contested given its transformative and questioning nature. This becomes particularly apparent in the processes for the creation of Indigenous or Intercultural Universities. Drawing from first-hand experiences and indirectly known examples, I would like to contend that interculturality construction is not (and shouldn’t be) exempt of political conflict and contention on aspects of agency, legitimacy and power particularly in instances where Indigenous organizations and governmental institutions purportedly aim for the same goal.

Adriana Ávila Pardo (Universidad Veracruzana): El discurso intercultural en la Universidad Veracruzana Intercultural: orígenes y hibridaciones discursivas e identitarias

La presente ponencia se basa en el trabajo etnográfico realizado en la Universidad Veracruzana Intercultural (UVI). En un primer momento muestra a la UVI como  un espacio que surge en un contexto político caracterizado por movimientos sociales relacionados con demandas democráticas que reclaman mayor equidad, inclusión y participación de grupos históricamente marginados principalmente indígenas. Posteriormente como un lugar de hibridación discursiva e identitaria que es, resultado de la reconfiguración del estado mexicano y de confluencia de intereses alternativos a la tradicional corriente indigenista que ha dominado el incipiente panorama de la educación superior indígena en México. Por último realiza un análisis de los diferentes actores que intervienen en el proceso que conforman este proyecto de educación superior.

Modernity and Its Discontents: Class, Literature and Identity in the Americas 

Bedson Teaching Centre, room LG35

Convenor: Sharae Deckard

Sharae Deckard (University of Warwick) ‘Stooping Indians’ in ‘Infernal Paradise’: Under the Volcano, Modernity, and Mexican National Culture

Malcolm Lowry’s Under the Volcano shapes residual materials of Mexican post-Revolutionary culture into a myth of Mexico as an “anti-paradise” whose tragic inversion symbolizes the structural inequalities of (neo)imperialism and capitalist modernity. However, the tropes underlying this myth are borrowed from the colonial imaginary, and its archetypes derive from the construction of class and racial Others in the nation-state, particularly figures of the disenfranchised Indian/peasant. This paper examines the discursive tension between Lowry’s intended materialist critique and his use of myths of “infernal” Mexico and its “barbaric” Others which would be later consolidated as “authentic” national culture, incorporated into modern capitalist society to justify the continuing exploitation of the lower classes and thwart their struggle for the land.

Kerstin Oloff (University of Warwick) ‘Una vida no basta’: Revolution, Community and the Modern Subject in Terra Nostra

This paper argues that Terra Nostra offers a reading of the emergence of modernity as the emergence of a global capitalist system. An important component of Fuentes’s critique of capitalist modernity is his critique of the individualistic modern subject who seeks to define him/herself through his/her difference from the rest of society and, importantly, in contradistinction to his/her "barbaric others". Following the tradition of the 20th century proletarian novel, Fuentes creates a communal character (Celestina) based on transmission of subaltern memory and solidarity with the oppressed, thus offering an alternative to the bourgeois "individual", the fragmented character of a postmodernist aesthetic and, more specifically, to primitivist constructions of "the Mexican".  

Andreea Marinescu (University of Michigan, Ann Arbor, USA) “El secreto del mundo”: Marginal Modernity in Roberto Bolaño’s 2666

Roberto Bolaño’s novel, 2666, examines the legacy of European modernity in Latin America through connections among apparently unrelated events, such as the murders of over 300 women in Santa Teresa, México and the Second World War.  2666 traces a genealogy of the negative relation to the Other, revealing the spectral presence of European fascisms.  Thus, Bolaño challenges the identity/difference binaries upon which Latin American modernity has produced itself in mimetic reaction to European ontological models, specifically the nation-formation paradigm.  This essay integrates Bolaño’s novel into a wider framework, inspired by Walter Benjamin, which analyzes the conditions of possibility of fascisms through a praxis of juxtapositions that defies teleological conceptualizations of history.

Michael Niblett (University of Warwick) "Another cultivated wilderness":  Modernity, the Environment, and Resistance in Harris and Walrond  

This paper examines literary responses to the material and discursive tropes imposed upon the environment as part of the socio-economic demands of colonial/capitalist expansion.  In Wilson Harris’s Latin American-set novel Da Silva da Silva’s Cultivated Wilderness the protagonist’s landscape paintings become the objective correlative of the narrative’s drive to transform the concept of ‘wilderness.’  The latter is invested with a radical alterity that points to the possibility of grounding resistance in a revised understanding of the environment.  Turning to Eric Walrond, the paper will show how a similar transformative drive is at the heart of his stories about Caribbean labourers on the Panama Canal, this exploitative modernisation project paradoxically helping to mould a resistant, regional consciousness.
Institutions for Development: The Politics of Democracy, Regulation and Collective Action in Latin America (Session 1)

Bedson Teaching Centre, room LG37

Convenor: Jairo Acuna-Alfaro

Jairo Acuna-Alfaro, (Queen Elizabeth House/Department of International Development, University of Oxford) Democracy’s Contribution to Human Development: A Paired-Comparison between Costa Rica and El Salvador

This paper provides a paired-comparison analysis of the contribution of democracy towards human development. To avoid a tautological discussion the paper takes a step forward and separates both processes conceptually. Then, it identifies series of events that trigger changes in the direction of development paths. These turning points, though context-dependent are grouped in four categories: historical, institutional, political and developmental; to explain the relationship between democracy and human development in Costa Rica and El Salvador. The paper explores how each of these factors have had an impact in boosting development indicators or indeed how have they evolved in detriment of improving living conditions.

Diane F. Frey, (London School of Economics and Political Science) Labour Rights in the Dominican Republic

In the Dominican Republic, there is a startling contrast between the rules defining labour rights and the reality of labour practices: a rule-reality gap. This paper explores the formal and informal Dominican institutions that complement and reinforce one another making the gap resistant to change.  Drawing on the compliance theory of Harold Koh and the institutional complementarities theory of Hall and Soskice, this paper proposes new avenues to achieve labour-standard enforcement that take into account the reasons the rule-reality gap persists.  To be successful, interventions must be integrated, multiple and mutually reinforcing, creating circumstances where actors adopt norm-based behaviours because they are internalized.

Statistics, Mapping and Organograms: The Cognitive Capacity of the Public Administration in Latin America (Session 1)

Bedson Teaching Centre, room G35 

Convenor: Jens Hentschke

Joshua Rosenthal, (Western Connecticut State University) Organizing Gran Colombian States: The Memorias de Venezuela & Colombia, 1825-1850

                  This paper compares the rhetoric and design of the Colombian and Venezuelan Memorias de Hacienda between the early 1830s and 1850. Using the Colombian Memorias as a basis of comparison the intent is to understand the meaning of the documents’ increasing bulk and density. For all the vicissitudes of politics and policy these annual reports show a steady increase in quantitative reporting and analysis. Echoing the concerns of contemporary literature on political culture, they also provide an interesting example of how elites conflated property rights, the market, and morality. The goal is to gain a fresh understanding of these institutional cultures as well as how the institutional state was understood in each nation.

Hillel David Soifer, (Bates College) The Development of Public Primary Education in Chile, 1840-1900

Contrary to the view that Latin American states strengthened their influence over their societies only after 1900, the Chilean state grew dramatically during the 19th century. One aspect of this development was the growth and standardization of state controlled public primary education. This paper explores the spread of schools, the growth of enrolment, teacher training, curriculum standardization, school inspection, and other aspects of educational development from 1840 to 1900. The paper also identifies the root cause of this aspect of the successful assertion of state authority: its reliance on a system of direct rule established in the aftermath of independence.

Manoela Pedroza, (University of Campinas) Strategies of Accumulation, Survival, and Control: The Lease of Public Lands to Private 

Este texto consiste num estudo de caso sobre os problemas de um órgão federal que administrava uma grande região de terras públicas, a Fazenda Nacional de Santa Cruz (FNSC), no Brasil. A partir da documentação administrativa da fazenda, buscar-se-á responder às seguintes questões: 1) que distância existia entre a iniciativa fiscalizadora da administração e os interesses e estratégias econômicas das pessoas que viviam nas terras da FNSC?  2) Até que ponto o “registro de foreiros” conseguiu normatizar e avançar na fiscalização das transações com terras públicas?  3) Quais foram os principais meios encontrados para burlar as normas previstas, como o pagamento de impostos ou a prestação de contas para a FNSC, dos particulares que usufruíam destas terras?  

Mestizaje: race, indigeneity and identity in Latin America today (Session 1) 

Bedson Teaching Centre, room G37

Convenors: Mónica Moreno and Luis Fernando Angosto

Karem Roitman (University of Oxford) The failure of the Ecuadorian Mestizo State

In this paper I argue that mestizaje has failed as an ethnic paradigm for Ecuador, fomenting racism rather than unity.  I start by criticizing the construction of ethnicity in the 2001 Census, noting its inability to address regional particularities and its racializing of ethnic categories.  I then argue that the national discourse of mestizaje had led to the increasing ethnic polarization of the Ecuadorian state as demonstrated by the growing politization of Indigenous peoples, Afroecuadorians, and of regional ethnic groups, such as Montubios and Cholos.  In response, Ecuadorian elites have resorted to a racialized mestizaje to quell forces of change.

Natasha Adama ( Ghent University, Belgium) The political exclusion of mestizaje in Surinam: Ethnicity and race as primary determinants for political populism. 

This paper explores the political and social significance of the Mulattoes as represents of Mestizaje in Suriname before and after enfranchising in 1949, an aspect that empowered nascent ethnic politics. The Mulattoes tried with great difficulty, to bridge ethnic differences but could not prevent the fragmentation of the political landscape and the surface of political populism after 1954. Is there a scientific correlation between enfranchising, ethnic politics and the disappearance of the Mulattoes from political life after 1963? And what were the effects of the demise of the Mulatto political elites for the development of polity for Surinamese politics then and today?   

Luis Fernando Angosto, (Universidad Bolivariana de Venezuela, Ciudad Bolívar)

 Mestizaje and indigeneity: new ethnic paradigms in Venezuelan social movements

The republican re-foundation that underlines the Bolivarian revolution has required a profound reformulation of the narratives of nationality. In this process, a new conception of indigeneity has become the banner that accompanies bolivarianismo as a source of political legitimacy at a state level. 

In this paper I examine the influence that a redefined concept of indigeneity is having in the balance of ethnic politics in Venezuela, where an abrupt and substantial empowerment of the organisations of indigenous representation has taken place. In the new political scenario, the Venezuelan concept of the criollo as the racial melting pot of nationality needs to be re-examined.

Ecuador: new politics and spaces of development  (Session 1)
Bedson Teaching Centre, room 1.48

Convenor: Sara Radcliffe

Connor Farrington (PhD, Department of Geography, University of Cambridge) Geographies of Participation in Quito, Ecuador


Participation is an inherently spatial activity in that it takes place at different scales, in a variety of different participatory spaces, and in geographically uneven ways. In this paper, I will use some of the tools of human geography to examine the spatialities of participation in the

Municipality of Quito, Ecuador. Firstly, I will present a scale-oriented typology of Municipality participatory spaces, highlighting the various scalar interactions through which (and/or despite which) citizens of Quito can make their voices heard. I will then consider the unevenness of participation in Quito by drawing attention to geographical variations in levels of involvement, which are themselves implicated with broader and deeper societal constructions such as race, class, and gender. I will argue that this geographical approach is key to producing more nuanced understandings of processes of urban development in the global South.

Kate Swanson (University of Glasgow) Urban Development and the Spaces of Displacement

In this paper, I explore how Ecuador’s drive to modernise and sanitise urban cityscapes affects migrant indigenous women and children in the informal street sector. Focusing upon an 18 month case study of indigenous beggars, I reveal how urban restructuring displaces informal street workers. Not only do these policies push them back to the countryside where they have few means of earning cash income, but they also push them to become involved in more hazardous transnational migration to beg on the streets of Colombia.

Emily Walmsley (University of Keele) Raising criados: childhood and ambiguous kinship in contemporary Ecuador

                Many children in Ecuador are raised by adults who are not their biological parents. Some are sent away as young children, others given away at birth. The paper analyses this process of informal fostering by drawing on ethnographic material from the city of Esmeraldas. It considers how the practice, which has long existed, is being adapted in response to current social and economic pressures in Ecuador. Some criados become better integrated into their new families than others: their diverse experiences highlight clearly the roles played by race, class and gender in shaping the changing social environment of this underdeveloped coastal city.

Andrés Vallejo (PhD, Department of Geography, University of Cambridge) “Nor my family, nor my kids, nor anybody will witness my hardships”: Primitive Capital Accumulation and self-identity Among transnational Migrants

The paper is part of research on the ongoing reconfiguration of regimes of subject constitution and government in late modernity. The study focuses on the experience of recent Ecuadorean migrants to Spain. This experience is marked by the simultaneity of presence intrinsic in the transnational condition –being in two or more places at the same time. Drawing on Goffman’s notion of “audience segregation” in performances of the self, this paper presents instances where migrants assume different place-specific identities. Further, the paper argues that this migrant subject’s split (namely, waged labourer abroad / incipient capitalist at “home”) not only solves conflicts deriving from otherwise incompatible ethical obligations; it also effects a crucial element in capital’s reproductive cycle, one which confers capital its seemingly magical properties: the concealment of labour.

Music and Politics in Latin America (Session 1)

Armstrong Building ,CETL Seminar room
Convenor: Hazel Marsh

Delphine Grouès (University of Toulouse / King’s College London) "Soldado no me dispares": the army's march throughout Chilean popular tradition and New Song. 
The Nueva Canción chilena demonstrates a double and apparent paradoxical representation of the army: founded on the Cantata Santa María de Iquique denouncing a massacre perpetrated by the army in 1907, the movement nonetheless sings its hope in Allende’s “ejército del pueblo” as a symbol of the New Nation. From the treacherous to the glorious; how could two opposites become one truth? How did the Nueva Canción juggle with tradition and meaning? What rhetorical power did music provide the New Song; how could music become a message in its own? These key aspects will seek to elucidate how a symbol is constructed and deconstructed through rhetoric, how multiplicity can become unity in the expression of protest, how voices of past tradition can unite with music and modern interpretation, how collective memory can propel the present into the future.
Hazel Marsh (University of East Anglia) Alí Primera, ¡presente!: popular music, collective memory and political change in contemporary Venezuela.

Alí Primera (1942-1985) was a Venezuelan singer/songwriter. I examine three levels of his memorialisation:
Autobiographical

Primera wrote ‘necessary’ songs, ‘so that they don’t take away our memory’. Through direct contact with his audiences he diffused songs aimed at mobilising marginalised sectors to struggle for social transformation.
Popular

Primera is seen as a folk hero who represents justice, compassion and liberty. Stories about him are passed on orally, and hand-made images of the singer decorate public and private spaces.
Official

Chávez makes frequent reference to Primera, who is being officially constructed as a ‘root’ of Bolivarianism and a symbol of national identity. 

Francisco Domínguez (Middlesex University) Víctor Jara: the obstinate memory

The poignant documentary El Derecho de Vivir en Paz (1998, and an improved version in 2003) by Carmen Luz Parot, yet another powerful manifestation of a Victor Jara revival in Chile, should not be understood just as a nostalgic remembrance of a lost utopian past. In fact, the revival takes place chiefly among the young, many of whom had not yet been born when he was assassinated by the military in 1973. The new generations are seeking to recreate the past in order to understand the present so as to build the future they need. This paper examines the themes in Jara’s music which help explain this revival.

*****************
15:30-16:00 
Coffee/tea (King’s Hall)

*******************
16:00-17:30 


Political Ecology in Latin America: the troubled interrelation between environmental and social justice (Session 2) 
Percy Building, room G5
Mr Philipp Therhorst (Loughborough University) Social struggles to keep water in public hands: experiences from Latin America

Social struggles on urban water services in Latin America demonstrate radical reformism.  Differences and contradictions between political ecology and labour/Marxism are addressed, at least partially and temporarily, in the political practices of struggles, such as the 2003 Uruguayan referendum campaign. An analysis of movement organisation, framing and impact on public sector institutions will present this. With Poulantza`s state theory, I argue that ecology and labour/the social are part of the compression and materialisation of social relations within the state. They require generalisation to foster broader social transformation. However, ruptures in political practice remain and weaken social transformation.

J. Carlos Dominguez (Department of International Development, University of Oxford) The Political Ecology of Large Infrastructure Projects in Latin America

This paper analyses the complex interplay between the environmental acceptability of large infrastructure projects and other normative values that may influence policy decisions, such as ‘social justice’ and ‘economic growth’. It explores how historical changes in policy ideas may determine if a project survives on the policy agenda, if it is moved up to the decision agenda; and whether and how it is finally implemented. Two case studies are presented with more detail: the project for a new international airport in Mexico City (1964-2000) and the Misicuni Multipurpose Project, aimed at solving the problems of water scarcity in Cochabamba, Bolivia (1952-2000).

Dr José Esteban Castro (School of Geography, Politics and Sociology, Newcastle University) Political Ecology in Latin America: the troubled interrelation between environmental and social justice

This paper explores some of the internal tensions characterizing debates on environmental and social justice in Latin America. These tensions can be identified both at the theoretical level, within the social sciences and between the social and the techno-scientific disciplines, and also at the levels of public policy and practical action.

Latin American intellectuals in the twentieth century (Session 2)

Percy Building,  room G9

Session 2: Intellectuals in Chile and Mexico, c 1930s to the present
Joanna Crow (University of Bristol) Transcending National Boundaries: Chilean Intellectuals and Twentieth-Century Debates about the Indigenous Question. 

Indigenismo, a cultural and political movement that extolled the value of indigenous cultures, has often been studied within the broader framework of debates about nation building in Latin America. This paper focuses on Chilean intellectuals Gabriela Mistral, Pablo Neruda and Alejandro Lipschutz, and argues that their indigenista narratives were frequently elaborated as a way of transcending national boundaries and promoting a more americanista sense of identity. It explores the impact of travel on their writings, highlights their endeavours to promote Chile’s indigenous identity abroad and investigates the links they developed with other Latin American intellectuals through international conferences, cultural organisations and journals.

Claire Brewster (Newcastle University)  Mexican intellectuals and political power post-1968.

The emergence of the single-party State in post-revolutionary Mexico led to a situation in which intellectuals were generally co-opted by the State or largely ignored.  On 2 October 1968 government forces massacred up to 500 Mexicans, most of them middle-class students, in Mexico City.  This use of force against Mexico’s youth, among them future politicians and academics, transformed the relationship between intellectuals and the government, irretrievably breaking the ties between some Mexican intellectuals and the State.  This paper examines the consequences of this rift, and the efforts made to repair it by politicians and specific intellectuals.  

¿Interculturalizando la Educación Superior? Universidades Indígenas en México. (Session 2) 
Bedson Teaching Centre, room LG34

Juan Carlos Barron-Pastor (University of East Anglia) Promoting intercultural relations? Some reflections about indigenous supporting programmes in Mexican Higher Education. 

The paper will present a review and a critical reflection about an evaluation of indigenous supporting programmes in Mexican Higher Education Institutions.  The evaluation, made in collaboration by the panellist in 2004, included both quantitative and qualitative stages. As this work (presented in 2006) is in Spanish, the presentation will present for the first time the main discussion and results in English.

Lydia Raesfeld (Universidad Autónoma del Estado de Hidalgo) El impacto de las migraciones rural-urbanas en la interculturalización de la educación superior: el caso de la Universidad Autónoma del Estado de Hidalgo

La Universidad Autónoma del Estado de Hidalgo es una universidad pública en la Pachuca, capital de uno de los estados mexicanos con mayor concentración de población  indígena a nivel nacional. En los últimos años la matrícula de los estudiantes de la UAE ha mostrado un número significativo de personas hablantes de lengua indígena y/o provenientes de un contexto familiar indígena, siendo estos alumnos migrantes a la capital desde las regiones indígenas del estado, es decir Nahuas de la Huasteca, Hñahñu del Valle de Mezquital y de la Sierra de Tenango, así como Tepehuas del municipio de Hueheutla. 

Actualmente se realiza una investigación en el Área Académica de Ciencias de la Educación para identificar en primer lugar a estos estudiantes al interior de la universidad, determinar la cantidad de estudiantes indígenas y conocer a fondo la situación y problemática que significa la inserción a la vida universitaria y urbana para ellos y también los demás estudiantes y profesores, desde una perspectiva de la educación intercultural.

Modernity and the visual image in Latin America 

Bedson Teaching Centre, room LG35

Convenor: Luciana Martins

Jens Andermann (Birkbeck University of London) Theatres of Translation: World’s Fairs, National Expositions, and the Representation of Argentina and Brazil. 

                 Argentina and Brazil were eager participants at the universal expositions of the second half of the nineteenth century. The challenge their displays were facing was how to generate visual ensembles that could be inserted in the exposition's global space of equivalences without being judged inferior to those of the industrial core nations. To meet those challenges, exhibitors had to translate objects and images from their local contexts. In this paper I will look at some of these processes of monumental translation – both in the displays at world's fairs held overseas and at the national industrial exhibitions celebrated in Brazil and Argentina.

Luis Rebaza-Soraluz (Kings College, London)  To paint with Eloquence: Journalistic Visualization and Tri-dimensionality in the Literary Chronicles of José Martí.

This presentation explores some ways in which Martí immerses his reader in tri-dimensional literary structures shared or taken from the period's media. Specifically, it focuses in his chronicles on the 1886 Chicago Haymarket Riots analyzing them in relation to texts and illustrations published by the New York press in periodicals such as The Daily Graphic and The Evening Sun. By moving between the realms of the English-speaking journalism, the literary and the Spanish-speaking journalism, Martí takes and modifies spatio-temporal ways for perceiving, ordering and tri-dimensionally transmitting the Fin de Siècle experience of modernity and mass society.

Luciana Martins (Birkbeck, University of London) Documenting the Intangible: Mário de Andrade and the Visual Image of Brazil

This paper examines the visual record produced by Mário de Andrade in the course of his travels to the Brazilian interior in the late 1920s, considering the ways in which a self-consciously aestheticized photography operated to represent self and others. In particular, it explores the connections between this photographic experiment and a project of critical nationalism, which was later formalized in his proposal for the Serviço do Patrimônio Histórico e Artístico Nacional (SPHAN). Mário de Andrade’s photographic materials are thus compared to other renderings of Brazilian nationhood and modernity in the period.

. 

Claudio Canaparo (University of Exeter) Land and Cinema, the Geographical Design of Space through Cinema. The case of Patagonia. 

The paper will briefly discuss how the land was converted into ‘territory’ using images and especially through the deployment of cinema between 1886 and 1950. Furthermore the paper will explore how the geographical space itself was designed by cinematography. And finally, the paper will also discuss a theoretical point on how thinking and cinema are related and what cultural consequences this entanglement will have within the local space.

Institutions for Development: The Politics of Democracy, Regulation and Collective Action in Latin America (Session 2)

Bedson Teaching Centre, room LG37
Christopher Ballinas-Valdes, (University of Oxford) The Politics of Political Design of Regulation in Mexico


         Following modernization theory, it is frequently taken for granted that the economic forces these reforms unleash will push forward important political changes, and vice versa. However, it is frequently ignored that most of the reforms and policies designed to create the new market economies had to be implemented precisely through the authoritarian arrangements these new economies were supposed to help eradicate. As a result, it might be the case that these economic reforms fail to bid farewell to the traditional authoritarian polities in the foreseeable future, but rather end up adapting themselves to the traditional authoritarian political forms. 


         The case of Mexico bears particular relevance on this issue. After a long tenure of just one party, once the possibility of electoral defeat became real, the officials seek to gain more power through the new institutional setting; for instance, the new regulatory agencies. Thus, this research seeks to examine some of the questions presented by the case of the regulatory agencies in Mexico, through an institutional perspective.

Nicolas Caputo, (Institut d’Études Politiques – Strasbourg) State and Financial Power in Argentina in the 1990s

The aim of this paper is to analyze the political power of financial groups in Argentina from 1989 to 2001. For the last 25 years, democratic theory in Latin America has been particularly focused on the transition processes in the region, then on their consolidation and, more recently, on the dilemma of “governability”. However, the concept of power has been absent in many contemporary studies of political science.  This paper raises the need to re-introduce this concept to the political analysis. Specifically, it will analyze the capacities of particular social groups to influence the political agenda, the decision making process – especially monetary and fiscal policies – and, finally, the recruitment of public officials.

Thomas Pegram, (University of Oxford) The Peruvian Ombudsman: The Last Bastion of Universality? 

The Latin American ombudsman, empowered to oversee the actions of public officials, state and private entities (eg. public utility providers) in carrying out their public duties, has become one of the regions quintessential democratic institutional innovations of the past 20 years.  Often depicted in terms of an institutional bridge between state and citizen, the ombudsman offers the citizen an additional channel of institutionalised participation and oversight beyond the ballot box.  With reference to the Peruvian Defensoría del Pueblo, the paper will develop the institutional ‘bridging’ function of the ombudsman and explore how the ombudsman can assist the state in satisfying an expectant public.

Statistics, Mapping and Organograms: The Cognitive Capacity of the Public Administration in Latin America (Session 2)

Bedson Teaching Centre, room G35

Jens R Hentschke, (Newcastle University) Mário Augusto Teixeira de Freitas and the Reform of Education Statistics in Brazil, 1930-45

              Getúlio Vargas promised Brazilians ‘national reconstruction,’ that is a reordering of the relationship between economy, State, and society. In this process, he considered public schooling a decisive instrument. Education was to erase backwardness and ‘valorise’ man. Gáucho positivists, supported by mineiro technocrats, such as Teixeira de Freitas, were able to co-opt escolanovista reformers, army and Church to their project of a conservative modernization. This paper focuses on Freitas’s attempt at providing the public administration with the statistics necessary to implement a ‘scientific policy’ and the centralist, and often non-transparent, ways in which the State tried to increase its infrastructural powers.

Matthias vom Hau, (Brown University) State Power and Nationalism: Comparative Lessons from Mexico, Peru, and Argentina

This paper focuses on the role of state infrastructural power in cultural change.  In the mid-20th century Mexico, Argentina, and Peru experienced a transition from liberal to popular nationalism. The extent to which popular nationalism became a regular product of state organizations depended on the timing of state making. The temporal congruence between the expansion of the state cultural machinery and ideological change facilitated the full institutionalization of the new official ideology. These comparative case studies provide the basis for theorizing issues of temporality and to examine the relationship between facilities (e.g., schools) and networks of collective actors (e.g., teachers) as elements of state infrastructure.

Matthew Bird, (University of Chicago) CEPAL, Motivation, and Transaction Costs: Case Studies on the Rationale for Latin America’s State Expansion

This presentation uses transaction cost analysis to understand state expansion in 20thc Latin America. This framework will first be applied to CEPAL’s import-substitution rationale. Next, it will be extended to three cases representative of Whitehead’s historical typology: (1) Advanced (Argentina); (2) Intermediate (Brazil); and (3) Improvised (Peru). And finally, it will conclude by arguing that contrary to appearances the Latin American state since the 1930s is not qualitatively distinct from the “laissez-faire” vision of the liberal state as outlined by Adam Smith. Its “national security,” (defence) “welfare” (justice) and “developmentalist” (public works) orientations each expand on Smith’s original framework. The difference is that the government defined “defence,” “justice,” and “public works” more broadly and thus found it more efficient to perform these functions through the state rather than the market. 

Discussant: Laurence Whitehead (Nuffield College, Oxford University)

Mestizaje: race, indigeneity and identity in Latin America today
(Session 2) 

Bedson Teaching Centre, room G37

Patricia Rodríguez Martinez (University of Swansea) El niño blanco que queria ser negro: y las ploariodades raciales en Colombia. 

Colombia’s constitutional reform of 1991 defines its people as belonging to ‘a pluralistic and multi-ethnic’ nation and the Law 70 of 1993, or ‘Ley de Negritudes’ has overcome the invisibility of Afro-Colombians. However, far from simplifying race relations in Colombia, it has created new polarities and a new social order. The Colombian poet, diplomat, paediatrician and ex-presidential candidate, Juan Zapata Olivella (b. 1922), has campaigned tirelessly for just recognition and space for Afro-Colombians. Although Zapata Olivella concedes that the situation has improved, he will not be satisfied until complete equality has been achieved.  In his story-poem ‘A White Boy who wanted to be Black’, the poet explores the complete reversal of racial prejudices, a utopian experience that leads to some unexpected outcomes.

Monica G. Moreno Figueroa, (University of Nottingham)  The raceless configuration of Mexican society and the omnipresent dimension of racism. 

                In this paper I will offer a critical reading of the concept of ‘mestizaje’ and mestiza identity as key elements in the ‘raceless’ configuration of contemporary Mexican society. I will explore the historical development of Mexican racial ideologies and engage with the debate about the existence of racism and the ways it operates in its ‘omnipresent dimension’. Based on empirical research that explores contemporary Mexican women’s understandings of mestizaje I will explore some of the ways in which racism exists in Mexico through practices structured around racialised constructions of identity. I will look at mestizaje as a political ideology and as a complex configuration of national identity.
Ecuador: new politics and spaces of development  (Session 2)
Bedson Teaching Centre room 1.48

Judith Walcott (University of Cambridge) Border Development in the Ecuadorian Andes: Re-thinking State, Space and Citizenship

Using in-depth case study and ethnography of Pusir Grande, an Afro-Ecuadorian village in the Chota Valley in Ecuador’s northern highlands, I will show how the presence and activities of national and international development agencies, church groups, and local and national government bodies, has mirrored the wider political landscape both in Ecuador and worldwide.  I will map the presence of these outside groups and their projects in this small community over the past 5-10 years, along with the escalating conflict on the Ecuador-Colombia border, to show the relevance and strategic importance of the border in the villagers’ daily lives and in the actions of outside development agencies and the state.  In doing so I will also examine the meaning of citizenship within a marginalized ethnic group (Afro-Ecuadorians), in a marginalized geographic zone (the Chota Valley, near Ecuador’s border with Colombia), to show practical meanings of state, space, and citizenship in contemporary Ecuador.

Pilar Larreamendy (Social Development Specialist, World Bank – Quito) Social Policies and Indigenous Peoples in Ecuador, 2000-2006


In this paper, I will review the social protection programs for the early 21st century, analyzing the results among the diverse indigenous populations in Ecuador.
Fernando Garcia (FLACSO, Quito) La ley se aprueba per one se cumple: la situación de los derechos colectivos de los pueblos indígenas en Ecuador: 1998-2006

In this paper, Fernando Garcia will analyse recent developments concerning the development and application of indigenous collective rights in Ecuador [paper to be given in Spanish]

Sarah Radcliffe (Department of Geography, University of Cambridge) Gender-aware and ethnically-appropriate development?  Indigenous Women and the New Politics of Development in Ecuador

In this paper, I outline a research agenda for the analysis of indigenous women’s experience of development interventions in recent years. Given that gender mainstreaming has been institutionalized by the Ecuadorian state, and “indigenous development” has been part of state, NGO and multilateral interventions for a decade now, it could be expected that indigenous women’s development agendas would be met. In reality however, indigenous women continue to be marginalized from decision-making agency within a number of distinctive development arenas, and at a number of scales.

Music and Politics in Latin America (Session 2)

Armstrong Building, CETL Seminar room

Henry Stobart (Royal Holloway, University of London) Tinku: Music, fighting and dancing in Evo Morales’ ‘indigenous’ Bolivia.

This paper explores a range of intersecting meanings surrounding tinku – a violent form of ritual combat from rural Bolivia, connected with music and dance, and a popular urban dance genre which parodies fighting - in the context of the ‘indigenous’ government of Evo Morales. For many urban Bolivians, the tinku dance of the towns and its performance (albeit tamed) embodies a kind of wild and uncontrollable, but potent indigenous spirit, which is critical to what it means to be an Andean Bolivian - whilst perhaps at odds with urban cosmopolitan ways of life and other (e.g. lowland) notions of Bolivianess.

Carlos Noguera (Universidad del Norte, Asunción, Paraguay) El Nuevo Cancionero Paraguayo in the struggle against Stroessner

This paper analyses the role of music and poetry in the struggle against the dictatorship of General Alfredo Stroessner (1954-89). Through testimonial narrative, it examines the difficult path that socially committed artists were forced to tread against the backdrop of state censorship and violent repression of all expressions of opposition and dissent. The paper argues that the Nuevo Cancionero played a central role in the anti-authoritarian struggle, representing a vital forum for dissent, social and political criticism, solidarity and above all hope for all those fighting for a most just and democratic society.

Dr Jan Fairley (University of Liverpool) ‘New Song is Dead; Long Live New Song’: Reassessing the Impact of New Song and Related Musics in the 21st Century

In 1960s-‘70s while Latin American nueva canción  took many innovative forms in various countries, it was self-defined as an ideological, philosophical  and poetic music of praxis par excellence actively  engaged with political, social and economic struggle. Dark decades of military dictatorship saw the movement flourish with new meanings in European exile; or, as a cutting edge tradition, co-opted, as with  Cuban nueva trova. While new song continues to inspire and gather new and old audiences in the 21st century, how theoretically do we assess the significance of this music and those involved  in the changing Latin America of  today?
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Approaches to Brazilian Popular Culture: reflections and perspectives

Percy Building, room G5

Convenor: Dr Felipe Santos Magalhães

Dr Andréa Casa Nova Maia (Pontifical Catholic University of Minas Gerais) Brazilian Culture and Memory: Rethinking immaterial Heritage on the Royal Road – an experience with Oral History and Digital Video in Minas Gerais


The Royal Road is an important route built by Portuguese colonization through the XVIII Century. After the discovery of diamond and gold mines in Minas Gerais, this area gave birth to larger cities (some considered world cultural Heritage by UNESCO). The region has a singular popular culture due to exchanges between Europeans, Africans and Indians. The paper analyzes my video documentary on the persistence of this culture through the narratives of old citizens. The video becomes a museum showing the relation between man and different cultural assets such as handcrafting objects, knowledge on how to built, cook, and sew, religious representations, folk music, and ritual dancing.

Dr Fernando Sergio Dumas dos Santos (Oswaldo Cruz Foundation) Amazon: popular medicine and formal knowledge

We are searching to understand the construction, by the people who lives at the rural areas of Amazon, of the concepts of health and disease historically and locally determinate. These notions are strongly related to the body and to the individual capacity of work. From many oral testimonies, collected at the region in 1995 through the histories of life practices, and completed with other textual documents, we can understand and identify the health strategies developed by local people, being attention to the precariousness of the politics to the popular health formulated by public power.

Dr Felipe Santos Magalhães (State University of Bahia) ”Jogo do Bicho”: between crime and civilization (1890-1910)

San Sebastian of Rio de Janeiro City, July 3, 1892. In this carioca winter’s Sunday were inaugurated many entertainments sponsored by the Zoological garden’s owner, Sir João Batista de Vianna Drummond, the baron of Drummond. Suddenly, so many people went to the zoo to see the animals and bet them. Anyway, three years after its creation, “o jogo dos bichos” (animal lottery) already was forbidden by the law, and it managed to survive as an illegal lottery. The main purpose of this paper is to discuss about the civilization process during 1890-1910, in function of the persecution against the animal lottery and theirs workers. 

Democracy in the Making in Latin America: Decentralization, Democratic Innovation, Constitutional Changes and a New Emerging Notion of Citizenship (Session 1)

Percy Building, room G9

Convenor: Martin Mendoza 

Dario Salguero and Sameer Sah (Plan International Guatemala) Good Governance through Municipalisation Utilising Rights Based Approach: A Guatemalan Experience

Guatemala emerged from years of conflict when people were repressed to the point that all community organisations were weakened and those who tried to promote them lost their lives. The 1996 Peace Accords reactivated development councils system at different levels and legal reform established decentralised governance. The problem was that municipalities lacked public policy, long term plans, people focused programmes and skills in governance. Civil society has an important role in supporting communities (rights holders) and municipalities (rights providers at grassroots). The paper discusses how a rights-based approach has utilised opportunities in decentralisation laws to support good governance and transparency.

Ady Carrera-Hernandez (Universidad Autonoma del Estado de Mexico) Is descentralization working for local authorities in Mexico? Confronting Practice against Theory

In the Latin American region, decentralisation has been encouraged either for political or economical reasons. In Mexico, decentralisation was promoted in order to over come the crisis of the political system, providing room for new political forces within the country. In this context, subnational governments, especially municipalities, expected that decentralisation would change their traditional pattern of subordination to state and federal governments, providing them with more resources and decision making capacity. This paper analyses the current situation of local governments in Mexico, evaluating the consequences of decentralisation in terms of their capacity to respond the social demands of their citizens.

Martín Mendoza Botelho, (University of Cambridge), Democratic Innovation and emerging citizenship in Bolivia: Lessons for the Andean Region.

The paper will analyse how a new notion of citizenship is emerging in Bolivia; partly the result of recent and profound socio-political changes such as decentralization and its effect on local empowerment and the creation of new forms of local leadership, the resurgence of ethno-political movements (such as the rise to power of the indigenous and popular left) and recent processes of increased social mobilization. The paper will also investigate alternative and innovative ways in which democracy functions in this country, such as communal decision-making processes based on existing social capital and expressed through tight local organizations (such as the “sindicato campesino”). These alternative forms of democracy also contrast with the traditional notion that final political preferences lay mostly in the individual and are expressed at the time of voting and other forms of formal politics. The lessons learned from Bolivia will be used to analyze similar tendencies and parallel processes in the Andean Region.
The Art of Truthtelling: Narratives of Conflict and the (Im)possibility of Reconciliation (Session 1)

Percy Building, room G11

Convenors: Cath Collins and Carlos Iván Degregori

Nick Higgins (University of Edinburgh) A Massacre Foretold: Visual truth-telling and the making of a documentary in Mexico 
Since 2002, filmmaker and academic, Nick Higgins has been making a documentary film about the massacre of 45 Mayan Indians that occurred in the small hamlet of Acteal, in the state of Chiapas, Mexico on the 22nd of December 1997. Central to this filmmaking process are issues of truth and how truth can best be communicated. Whilst academia normally restricts itself to written truths, Dr. Higgins will argue that strategies of visual truth-telling present important possibilities both to the researcher and to the very fieldwork communities amongst whom he works. 

(Please see the VAMOS! program for time and venue for the screening of the film  Acteal – A Massacre Foretold’ )

Olga Gonzalez-Castañeda (Fordham University) Visible and invisible truths of Violence in the Andean Art of Sarhua

This paper focuses on representations of violence in the pictorial and textual languages of paintings created by Andean artists from Ayacucho, Peru. The works discussed belong to a collection of twenty-four paintings entitled Piraq Causa [Who Is Still to Blame?]. They depict the history of political violence, as it affected the peasant community of Sarhua during the armed conflict between the Maoist Shining Path and the Peruvian government in the 1980’s. This paper examines the strategies deployed by the artists to produce “effects of truth” and create an authoritative voice as historians. It also addresses the question on what events have been denied representation, showing at the same time how the perceived gaps in the historical narrative, paradoxically give visibility to hidden truths and present public secrets in Sarhua
Edilberto Jiménez (Comisión de Derechos Humanos, Peru) Reconstrucción de la memoria histórica en el distrito de Lucanamarca, Perú. 

Este trabajo presenta las técnicas de recojo de información usadas por el autor  (antropólogo ayacuchano, quechuahablante, dibujante y retablista) durante su investigación en curso en una de las zonas más convulsionadas por el conflicto armado interno: Lucanamarca, en Ayacucho. En 1982, Sendero Luminoso, ingresó a Lucanamarca, para  iniciar la  guerra popular. Ante sus abusos la comunidad se organizó en un Comité de Defensa que dio origen a una serie de rebeliones violentas contra Sendero Luminoso en toda la provincia de Huanca Sancos. La represalia se convirtió  en la mayor matanza de Sendero Luminoso durante todo el conflicto armado interno. Pero el abuso contra la comunidad continuó cuando la policía antiterrorista tomó control de la zona.  La secuela de la guerra ha dejado profundas heridas en la comunidad y es necesario continuar el trabajo de esclarecimiento usando diversos métodos.
Wendy Coxshall (University of Bristol) Creativity, Pentecostalism and Unexpected Forms of Art in Postconflict Ayacucho Peru

Many critics have refuted Adorno’s doubts about the role of art after Auschwitz. Some of them have pointed to war memorials to show how art can contribute to postconflict reconciliation and healing processes. This paper, based on primary ethnographic research in Andean highlands of Peru, will focus on photographs of ‘disappeared’ as unintended and unexpected images of war and the creative ways living relatives dialogically construct ‘image-spaces’ of their ‘disappeared’ loved ones in the present by engaging with the Pentecostal doctrine. The paper concludes by discussing the implications of these art forms for reproducing violence and promoting local ‘reconciliation’ processes.      

Educational inequalities in Latin America: a critical analysis of policies and school practices (Session 1)

Bedson Teaching Centre, room LG34

Convenors: LAPE

Guy Burton (Government Department, London School of Economics) Historical trends between Left and Right in Latin America since the 1930s and its implications on the nature of the educational systems adopted by political elites

The paper provides a framework for understanding the difference between neo-liberal and social democratic education policy in Latin America.  This is achieved through a study of the main actors and development models associated with governments of the Left and Right since the 1930s.  The study draws attention to two dimensions against which governments and their education policies may be assessed: between (1) the social/political and (2) the economic, which are internally divided; the former between (a) elitist and (b) pluralist tendencies and the latter between (c) state-led and (d) free-market preferences.

Tristan McCowan (Institute of Education, University of London) Addressing political marginalisation in Brazil: can formal schooling provide an answer?

Despite the formal effectiveness of the Brazilian democratic system, in practice large segments of the population are marginalised from political processes. This paper assesses the prospects of three educational initiatives that aim to address these challenges in different ways: Voter of the Future; the Plural School; and the schools of the Landless Movement. Qualitative data was collected on each of the initiatives, involving official documents, interviews with coordinators, teachers and students, and class observations. The juxtaposition raises some important questions concerning neutrality, the role of the teacher, the transferability of political knowledge, skills and values, and the democratic nature of the school.

Analía Inés Meo (University of Warwick) Institutional habitus and the production of educational inequalities: the case of two state secondary schools in the City of Buenos Aires (Argentina)

This paper explores the role that the institutional habitus of two state secondary schools in the City of Buenos Aires (Argentina) plays in the production of educational inequalities. To do so, it presents a definition of the concept Institutional Habitus, which is a re-elaboration of the Bourdieuan concept of habitus. Then, I compare and contrast different dimensions of the institutional habitus of two secondary state schools in the City of Buenos Aires (Argentina). The comparison between the institutional habitus of these two schools will serve to illustrate how individual schools participate in the production of circuits of schooling and how the local education system reinforces educational inequalities among different socio-educational groups.

The new constellation of forces in Latin America: states and popular movements in relation to the alca/alba dichotomy 

Bedson Teaching Centre, room LG35

Convenor: Diana Raby

John Smith (University of Sheffield) Latin America’s continuing debt bondage

Mexico’s 1982 default on its external debt announced the arrival of the ‘third world debt crisis’. Contrary to rumours, the debt crisis has not gone away. It continues to pump vast profits, constrain national sovereignty, and threaten devastating crises. However, it has changed form. In most major Latin American economies, fast-rising domestic debt, much of it owed to G-7 investors and southern flight capitalists, now exceeds external debts. This paper examines this and other recent developments in Latin America’s chronic debt crisis, and assesses the differing debt dynamics of  Brazil,  Venezuela and Bolivia. 

Peter Watt (University of Aberdeen) Uncle Sam and Popular resistance in Latin America

Recent political events in Venezuela, Bolivia and Mexico are indicative of a spirit of popular resistance to the neoliberal economic order and US imperialism currently sweeping across Latin America. The rise of new social movements combined with a number of leftist electoral victories potentially could turn traditional power relations on their head. The road ahead in Latin America presents many new challenges as well as a hope that the continent could finally rid itself of the chains of 500 years of colonialism and empire. With its military forces hopelessly outstretched in disastrous occupations in the Middle East, the US so far has been unable to slow the pace of progressive forces in a Latin America that is moving increasingly towards independence, regional integration and trade links with China. In this paper I discuss recent popular political victories and ask whether or not US influence is waning in the region.

Andy Higgingbottom (Kingston University) A Trojan Horse rumbled? Colombia and its Neighbours. 

This paper evaluates the interplay of political forces from the perspective of Colombia's relationship with its neighbours, distinguishing between the government and the popular movement.
Uribe's re-election seemed to secure the consolidation of a neo-conservative regime, a model US client rushing to sign the Free Trade Agreement. To what degree has the unfolding scandal linking demobilised paramilitaries with civilian politicians and state institutions undermined the internal democratic legitimacy of this programme? With the Polo Democrático Alternativo the popular movement has achieved a degree of unity and renewed political incidence, but are the Lula and Chávez effects pulling in different directions?

Diana Raby (Research Institute of Latin American Studies, University of Liverpool) 'Socialism of the 21st Century': characteristics of the Venezuelan project and its regional impact

When Hugo Chávez first took office in 1999, few took his "Bolivarian Revolution" seriously. Similarly, when in December 2004 he first began to talk of socialism, he was greeted with widespread scepticism. But following his latest re-election, with the announced intention of nationalising the electric power and telecommunications sectors and the proclamation of the intent to create a "United Socialist Party of Venezuela", it looks as if a state-sponsored socialist project is indeed beginning to take shape for the first time in two decades of uninterrupted neoliberal hegemony. This paper will examine the characteristics of the Venezuelan project and its regional impact in the light of recent developments in Bolivia, Nicaragua and Ecuador. 

Latin American migration and development: transnational perspectives (Session 1) 
Bedson Teaching Centre, room LG37

Convenor: Tanja Bastia

Dr Samantha Punch (University of Stirling) Young Migrant Pathways and Rural Development in Bolivia

Young people in southern rural Bolivia migrate to Argentina and to the nearby town of Tarija as a way of coping with limited access to land and employment opportunities. Due to a lack of nearby available schools, they also have to migrate if they wish to continue with secondary schooling. This paper is based on a follow-up study with children from my doctoral research who, ten years on, are now young people or adults (currently aged 15-30). The paper explores their youth transitions (e.g. further education, work within the community, migrant work in urban Bolivia or rural Argentina), considering the constraining and enabling factors which influenced their choice of pathway. For example, it discusses their decision of whether to stay or leave their community in relation to rural development and economic resources, as well as their birth order, gender, social networks and household responsibilities. 

The paper also considers the extent to which the recent economic crisis in Argentina impacted upon the young Bolivians who migrated there seasonally each year. It discusses the ways in which young Bolivian migrants have coped with the subsequent decrease in economic opportunities across the border. It draws on four months ethnographic fieldwork in Bolivia, including two trips to interview migrants working on agricultural plantations in Argentina.

David Delgado-Montaldo (University of Barcelona) Local perceptions towards immigration and immigrants’ integration in Costa Rica

Costa Rica is clearly a receiving nation in terms of immigrants, which distinguishes it of the rest of countries of the region at least in proportional terms. At the moment, the weight of immigrants who have definitive or temporary residence in the country is of around 12 percents of total population; most of them are Nicaraguan, although the presence of Colombians has increased in the last years.

The human and social capital of immigrants is different as much with the local or native population like according to the place of origin of them. Taking into account the local perceptions of immigration, and the role of the Costa Rican state around this phenomenon, the paper presents a discussion and analyses about the integration processes of the Nicaraguan and Colombian immigrants in Costa Rica.

Judith Adler Hellman (York University, Toronto) The ‘Competitive Advantage’ of Mexican Migrants

Intensive interviews over a three-year period, conducted in New York, California, Arizona, New Jersey and Massachusetts, provide the ethnographic data for this paper. The presentation will focus on the inter-ethnic relations in New York that are the result of the “competitive advantage” enjoyed by Mexican migrants vis a vis other ethnic groups not only in the labour market, but also in the housing market and, indeed, even as parishioners in the Catholic Archdiocese of New York. In each of these situations, the preference of employers, slum lords and priests for Mexicans has, at times, prompted hostile responses on the part of Afro-Americans, Dominicans and Puerto Ricans who find themselves passed over for low wage jobs, discriminated against in the low-end housing market, and witness to the physical displacement of their religious icons in favour of the Virgin of Guadalupe.  

In Search of Stability: Constitutions and Political Culture in Nineteenth-Century Latin America (Session 1). 

Bedson Teaching Centre, room G35

Convenor: Catherine Andrews

Marcela Ternavasio (Universidad Nacional del Rosario, Argentina) Nuevos principios constitucionales y acción política. El Río de la Plata en tiempos de revolución.

Esta ponencia se propone mostrar la compleja articulación existente entre nuevo idioma constitucional y acción política en el Río de la Plata en la coyuntura abierta con la crisis de la monarquía española. El objetivo es analizar los mecanismos de limitación al poder en el contexto de creación de gobiernos autónomos luego de 1810. El ingreso del principio de división de poderes coexistió en aquellos años con otras nociones tendientes a limitar el ejercicio de la autoridad. Tal coexistencia generó conflictos jurisdiccionales que en gran parte explican la lógica de la acción política encarnada por la nueva elite dirigente rioplatense.

Natalia Sobrevilla Perea (Yale University) In the name of law: the Battles for Constitutions in Peru. 

During the nineteenth century, Peru searched for the ‘perfect’ constitution based on the myth created by Montesquieu that a ‘good’ constitutional arrangement would bring the country peace and prosperity.  The years of the most intense constitutional production were those immediately after independence, although the process of writing and reviewing charters continued during the second half of the nineteenth century and well into the twentieth century, albeit at a lesser pace.  The idea that the problems of the country could be solved by producing a ‘better’ constitution one more in tune with the needs and realities of the country was never abandoned.  Why has constitutional change been attempted so often, and why have some constitutions been more successful in lasting for longer than others?

Alejandro San Francisco Reyes (Universidad Católica de Chile) Rethinking Chilean Constitutionalism in the Nineteenth Century.

Most Spanish American republics after Independence suffered serious problems during their organization: coups d’état, mutinies, revolts and revolutions, dictatorships, tyrannies and civil wars. Chile was, as many authors have pointed out, the exception due to its stability and republican rule. This presentation look at the first century of constitutionalism in Chile trying to understand the curious relation between civil wars and constitutions, because several times political change was imposed or consolidated by means of physical force and armed triumph in a fratricidal war. It is clear that Chile enjoyed more prestige in Latin America and in other parts of the world than did other countries in the continent.  However, Chile was not the paradise of political organization that is often portrayed.

A new politics of children and youth in Latin America? 
Bedson Teaching Centre, room G37

Convenor: Mo Hume

Anne Marie Smith, (University of Liverpool) Layers and realities of childhood: Growing up amidst political protest in Oaxaca City, Mexico

The emergence of the Popular Revolutionary Army (Ejercito Popular Revolucionario, EPR) in 1996 in the states of Guerrero and Oaxaca, and the consequent arrest of 150 men in the region of Loxicha by the police and military units, provide the volatile socio-political backdrop to the lives of the children in this study. In 1997, claiming the innocence of their husbands, brothers, fathers and uncles, the women and children of Loxicha set up a protest camp in Oaxaca City’s Zócalo (central plaza) where they remained for four and half years.
The children of Loxicha have played a key role in their community’s struggle – going on marches, and participating in sit-ins and hunger strikes. They also play, work and go to school. However, amongst local people and in the local press they are perceived as being subsumed in an adult struggle, and portrayed only as innocent victims of political violence, displacement and social marginalization. Drawing on the current debates around children’s participation and children’s rights, this paper explores notions of children’s agency and political participation and the challenge this poses firstly to normative concepts of childhood, and secondly to the vision of participation encapsulated in the CRC. In particular, it questions the way in which the childhood experienced by the Loxicha children seems to have been redefined to suit adult notions of ‘lost childhood’, thus overlooking the complex and multilayered nature of their daily realities. 

Mo Hume, (University of Glasgow) Researching Violence and Encountering Youth in El Salvador

The phenomenon of youth gangs has become one of the most visible expressions of violence in El Salvador in recent years. This paper explores the process of researching violence from a feminist perspective in this context. It analyses the challenges presented by researching such a ‘slippery’ concept, arguing that citizens’ perceptions of violence often reflect wider hegemonic social discourses, particularly concerning youth. The paper addresses this dialogue between the research process and popular conceptualisation of violence in an exploration of issues of researcher identity, subjectivity and constructions of ‘other’. It documents a research process that is shaped – theoretically and practically – by the centrality of youth to current debates on violence in the region. The paper argues that youth violence and youth gangs, in particular, provide a central axis for societal fears and insecurities, which inform popular epistemologies of violence.

Carmen Lúcia Guimarães de Mattos  (University of the State of Rio de Janeiro) The Progression Class, and Ethnographic Study on the Dialectics of Exclusion and Inclusion in Primary State Schools in Rio de Janeiro. 

Ethnographic images of exclusion’ is a three-year research project funded by the State University of Rio de Janeiro, which investigates processes of school failure and exclusion highlighting the standpoint and voices of students enrolled in primary education in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil. Research participants are students who have failed multiple grades and are at high risk of dropping out from school. These students have been placed in progression classes (classes de progressão) which should provide individual attention, accelerating children’s learning experiences. After spending one year in the ‘progression class’, children should be included in an advanced grade with other pupils in the same age group. Unfortunately, previous investigations have shown that progression classes are furthering educational exclusion, denying pupils of educational opportunities (Castro & Mattos, 2006).  This study aims at identifying through images and narratives excluding processes involving teachers and students in two progression classes in Rio de Janeiro. It is a qualitative research adopting an ethnographic approach called by Erickson (1971) classroom micro ethnography. It employs as tools for data collection: observation, ethnographic interviews, photographs and videos. So far it was possible to compose a detailed explanation of how progression classes affect students’ identity and impact their sense of membership to schools. It draws on the works of Castells (1992), Berger & Lukman (1992) and Giddens (1991) to discuss notions of exclusion, affiliation, disaffiliation and co-membership. It also examines the role of progression classes within schools and within the educational system. Overall, it unveils how top down inclusive policies may further the exclusion of students at risk in Brazil.

Cleonice Puggian, (University of Cambridge) , Between streets and schools: an investigation about dropout students and their path towards educational inclusion in Brazil

This research investigates the process of educational re-inclusion of dropout students known as “street children”, analyzing through their own perspectives the reasons for their return to mainstream schools and its relation to the support of pedagogical activities promoted by NGOs in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil. Data was collected through participant observation, ethnographic interviews, photographs, drawings, videos, audio recording and documents from April 2005 to October 2006. Using a grounded theory approach to assist with data analysis, this research brings to light some of the main issues faced by adolescents, educators and teachers in their lives between streets and schools. Firstly it will present students’ perspectives about their own processes of educational and social exclusion, discussing the relationship between their disengagement from schools and engagement in other activities, such as life on the streets, drug dealing and crime. Secondly, it will offer an account on how students manage their own lives and build strategies to exit the streets. Thirdly, it intends to describe some alternatives found by students after leaving the streets, critically analysing the nature of educational and social support offered to children who seek shelter, schooling and work. Finally, it offers insights to alternative educational practices and public policy, bringing the voice of excluded students into the political and educational debate in Brazil and Latin America.

Music in Latin America: Memory, Activism & Social Change (Session 1) Armstrong Building, CETL Seminar room
Convenors: Geoff Baker and Hazel Marsh

Thomas George Caracas Garcia (Miami University of Ohio) The Bleaching of Carnaval:  Race, Class and Nationality in Samba School Competitions

Carnaval in Rio de Janeiro was by and for the city’s inhabitants.  In recent years, however, it has changed, particularly in Samba School competition, originally an event for black slum dwellers that has evolved to include an ever-increasing white Brazilian and foreign presence.  The venue changed as well, moving from the streets of Downtown to the Sambódromo stadium. Competitions have become increasingly fierce and expensive, thus excluding many traditional participants.   This void has been filled by middle and upper class residents and, increasingly, by non-residents. This paper explores the state of Carnaval and the social, economic and political forces that drove these changes.

Aquiles Alencar Brayner (British Library) Rio de Janeiro in the Cybersambafunk  of Fausto Fawcett

With the advent of samba canção in Brazil and the growing interest of North American cinematographic industry in portraying the ‘exoticism’ of Latin American cultures in the 1940s, the city of Rio de Janeiro, and more specifically the area of Copacabana beach, came to symbolize the “Brazilian way of life” with its blend of sensuality, samba, musical romance and natural exuberance. This paper will discuss how the music of Fausto Fawcett critically combines those elements associated with Copacabana with the further and later influence of the cyberpunk genre in literature into a musical context of funk, sexual exploitation, drug traffic and arm smuggling. 
Ana Claudia Lessa (University of Nottingham) Afroreggae: Promoting Favela Culture and Citizenship in Rio

‘Afroreggae’ is a band (that composes, arranges, and plays songs that deal with the daily life of the community) and a group movement based in Rio de Janeiro that is helping to reintegrate youngsters from the ‘favelas’ (shanty towns) with projects on music, ‘capoeira’, theatre, and other cultural projects. The movement is spread among different ‘rival’ favelas in Rio and is financed by contributions from companies and citizens. The main objective of Afroreggae is to not allow young people to start or to take them out of the drug dealing in Rio and reintegrate them into society, something that the state is lacking for a long time.

********************
10:30-11:00 
Coffee in King’s Hall

********************

11:00-12:30


Finanzas Públicas en Iberoamérica, siglos XIX y XX  

Percy Building, room G5

Convenor: Jesús Hernández

Salomón Kalmanovitz (Universidad Jorge Tadeo Lozano, Colombia) El PIB de la Nueva Granada en 1800: auge colonial, estancamiento republicano

Elaboro un cálculo del PIB de la Nueva Granada, analizo antecedentes, establezco algunas hipótesis sobre el crecimiento económico a lo largo del siglo XIX, contando con un punto de llegada en 1905, lo cual permitirá hacer comparaciones internacionales con los resultados de investigaciones sobre las cuentas nacionales de otros países latinoamericanos durante el mismo período. Haré entonces juicios informados sobre la participación de los impuestos coloniales y transferencias en el PIB, el grado de apertura de la economía y su composición, dada por el peso de los diferentes sectores en el mismo

Jesús Hernández Jaimes (Universidad Autónoma de Tamaulipas) Fundar la Nación: Las penurias financieras de la hacienda pública mexicana durante los primeros años de vida independiente, 1821-1836

El objetivo de esta presentación consiste en analizar y confrontar las optimistas expectativas financieras de la clase política mexicana al momento de la consecución de la independencia, con la penosa y crónica realidad que tuvieron que enfrentar. Me propongo entender las razones por las cuales la hacienda pública nacional tuvo que enfrentar deficits insuperables que la obligaron a recurrir al crédito externo e interno con las conocidas consecuencias políticas y financieras. Se estudia la estructura hacendaria fiscal heredada de la colonia, las modificaciones realizadas en la época nacional y las causas de su pobre capacidad recaudatoria.

Silvestre Villegas (Instituto de Investigaciones Históricas-UNAM) En contra de los tenedores de bonos: nuevas formas de inversión en México (1874-1884)

A partir de 1868 el gobierno británico modificó su política respecto a los problemas bilaterales que tenía con México. Subrayó que los tenedores de bonos debían negociar directamente con los gobiernos mexicanos formas para reanudar el servicio de la deuda. Por otro lado que la Gran Bretaña estaba interesada en promover el intercambio comercial y buscar áreas de inversión, fundamentalmente en los ferrocarriles y la banca. La ponencia mostrará cómo los gobiernos de los dos países en conflicto transitaron de un total impasse a un entendimiento cauteloso que resultó en el reestablecimiento de relaciones diplomáticas, en la negociación de un tratado comercial y el inicio de una nueva etapa concerniente a la llamada Deuda Inglesa.  

Sarah Washbrook (St Anthony’s College, University of Oxford) La política fiscal, la producción agraria y la política en Chiapas, México, 1876-1911

Dos de las principales metas del régimen porfiriano (1876-1911) en México eran la construcción del estado y el desarrollo de las exportaciones. Este estudio examina las vías por las cuales las restricciones fiscales y en general la política fiscal influyó la producción agraria, la administración pública y la política regional en el estado sureño de Chiapas durante el porfiriato. Este estudio plantea que unas finanzas públicas débiles le dieron un poder desproporcionado a las casas comerciales tanto locales como extranjeros. Estas casas a cambio de prestar dinero al gobierno estatal recibieron numerosas ventajas políticas y económicas – concesiones, monopolios, incluso la capital del estado fue mudada de San Cristóbal en los Altos de Chiapas a Tuxtla Gutiérrez en tierra caliente. De hecho, en Chiapas durante este periodo, la política fiscal, combinada con la centralización burocrática, y la legislación agraria y laboral crearon y sostuvieron una estructura administrativa y económica la cual benefició, principalmente, un grupo reducido de comerciantes y inversionistas con relaciones cercanas al gobierno nacional. Este modelo de ‘modernización’ exacerbó las tensiones políticas regionales y tuvo consecuencias económicas y sociales muy negativas en términos de eficiencia y equidad, las cuales persistieron aun después de la caída de Porfirio Díaz en 1911. 

Democracy in the Making in Latin America: Decentralization, Democratic Innovation, Constitutional Changes and a New Emerging Notion of Citizenship (Session 2)

Percy Building, room G9

Gustavo Bonifaz Moreno (LSE) Unfinished Modernisations and Overlapped Gaps: Legality, legitimacy and Deliberative Democracy in the Bolivian Institutional Transition (2000-2005) 

Abstract (100 words): Since year 2000, Bolivia has been facing one of its deepest socio-political transitions. Different understandings of democracy and citizenship, legality and legitimacy are clashing violently. The present work addresses that conflictive dynamic as the overlapping, in a very short period of time; of socio-political gaps inherited from former modernisation processes and (re)opened since the representative democratic model entered into an institutional crisis. Finally, it will analyze the potential of deliberative democratic tools to create a common plane of understanding and substantial consensus within the constituent assembly process.

Jennifer Cyr, (Northwestern University) The many definitions of Nation in Bolivia. 

This paper assesses the extent to which the “nation” in Bolivia has been invented and re-invented by the Bolivian political class.  Referencing Miliband (1977) and Hobsbawm (1994), it argues that different governments have appropriated the term “nation” as a tool and have manipulated its meaning to serve political ends.  As such, Bolivian nationalism is a malleable notion that has served as an important mechanism linking Bolivians to the state.  The paper draws theoretical conclusions on the implications of the ephemeral nature of nationalism in a multinational society. 

The Art of Truthtelling: Narratives of Conflict and the (Im)possibility of Reconciliation  (Session 2)

Percy Building, room G11

Cath Collins, (Chatham House, London) The topography of torture: The reclaiming of sites associated with repression in present day Latin America 

In recent times, renewed prosecutions of perpetrators of past human rights violations in Chile and Argentina have been accompanied by efforts to reclaim and rehabilitate sites associated with repression.  Some have been transformed into memorials, while others have been ´re-signified´ as centres of ongoing social and political activism, sometimes explicitly aimed at revindicating the previous political projects of survivors and victims.  This process has involved a range of actors including the state, survivors, victims´ relatives, political parties and the armed forces.  This paper will analyse the contested political processes involved, asking whether such projects are best seen as a continuation of or as an alternative to parallel judicialisation processes involving the challenging of transitional amnesty settlements through the courts.

Alexia Richardson (University of Durham) Representations of Abimael Guzmán and Memories of Violence in Peru

The capture of Shining Path leader Abimael Guzmán was a defining moment of the Peruvian conflict between guerrilla forces and the military. The subsequent display of a caged Guzmán to the press was a media event which produced the iconic images of the fallen leader. More recently, coverage of Guzmán’s retrial also focused on his acts of defiance to the press. 

In considering the photographic representations of Guzmán during and since the conflict, this paper will ask how the images of perpetrators of atrocities affect memories of violence in the aftermath of a traumatic conflict, and how this may influence possibilities for reconciliation.

Virginia Garrard-Burnett, (University of Texas, Austin) Exhuming Memory: Maya reburials and Reconstruction of the 1980s in Guatemala

This paper will explore the role that the exhumation and reburial of victims of the political violence in the 1980s plays in contemporary Mayan society. The exhumation of loved ones forces inquiry into and often the re-evaluation of the government's actions against the Mayan population, particularly in the 1981-1982 period, when entire villages were destroyed in an effort to route the "communist insurgency" from the western highlands. While the topic of whether or not this violent counterinsurgency campaign was an authentic war of genocide remains an open question, but what is not in question is the fact that many thousands of people died, at least 80% of whom were Mayan.  This paper will explore the ways in which "historical memory"

is reconstructed for this period, specifically through local rituals and contextualization within Mayan cosmovision.
Carlos Ivan Degregori, (Instituto de Estudios Peruanos) Concluding remarks.
Educational inequalities in Latin America: a critical analysis of policies and school practices (Session 2) 
Bedson Teaching Centre, room LG34

Mabel Encinas-Sánchez (Institute of Education, University of London) Teachers' practical knowledge use, where cognition and emotion intersperse

The purpose of my research is to explain teachers’ practical knowledge integrated by cognition and emotion in context. My argument is that teachers’ knowledge is not only embedded in the context, but it is also emotional. Each of four teachers participating in the study used ICT in particular ways for teaching Spanish, but this was not only related to the curriculum, or even to the pedagogy, but also to the situated social relationships between the teachers and their students. Thus, teachers’ emotions and cognition in the context of teaching were involved. The implications for inequalities in education will be discussed.

Silvina Cimolai (Institute of Education, University of London) Psychological discourses and practices about students’ learning difficulties. A study of the role of school records in two schools in Argentina. 

This paper explores the role that the institutional habitus of two state secondary schools in the City of Buenos Aires (Argentina) plays in the production of educational inequalities. To do so, it presents a definition of the concept Institutional Habitus, which is a re-elaboration of the Bourdieuan concept of habitus. Then, I compare and contrast different dimensions of the institutional habitus of two secondary state schools in the City of Buenos Aires (Argentina). The comparison between the institutional habitus of these two schools will serve to illustrate how individual schools participate in the production of circuits of schooling and how the local education system reinforces educational inequalities among different socio-educational groups.
Pierre Engström (Umeå University, Sweden) Bridging the Gap in Chile: a critical realist analysis of an NGO’s educational support program

Adopta un Herman@ fortifies the educational domain of primary school children in situations of poverty, making possible the generation of long-term capacities. Regional professionals establish relations with public agencies/schools, and student volunteers perform the intervention. Using Critical Realism and its notion of generative mechanisms, this paper aims at revealing how legitimacy and intervention outcomes occur. A retroductive analysis, focusing on “what works for whom under what circumstances” in Antofagasta and Araucanía, suggests that different (discursive) mechanisms generate legitimacy when triggered by local context, advancing through four possible levels. Furthermore, different CMO (Context-Mechanism-Outcomes)-configurations in the volunteer-family-child-school-relations are presented.

Valuing the local and working with the global: natural resource exploitation and knowledge systems in Amazonia

Bedson Teaching Centre, room LG35

Convenor : Sally Evans

Patrick Petitjean (CNRS/REHSEIS, Paris, França) Heloisa Maria Bertol Domingues (MAST/MCT, Rio de Janeiro, Brasil)  O Instituto Internacional da Hiléia Amazônica (IIHA): confronto ao desenvolvimento e  à idéia de identidade nacional 

O projeto da Unesco, de criar o IIHA, tinha como objetivo estabelecer uma instituição científica e internacional na Amazônia. A prática científica do IIHA visava conhecer em todas as suas dimensões a natureza tropical integrada à cultura e às sociedades locais. O projeto se justificava porque a natureza tropical, que era ainda desconhecida, se insinuava com alto potencial para resolver problemas de pobreza e de dificuldades de exploração de recursos naturais que depois da guerra haviam ficado evidentes (questões da África, a destruição da Europa que era preciso reconstruir, etc). Eram vastas regiões geográficas que encerravam altíssima diversidade biológica e se mantinham com um índice demográfico quase nulo. Paulo Carneiro, autor e principal articulador do projeto na Unesco e no Brasil, definiu-o como uma contribuição  ao estudo da "ecologia humana".

Por outro lado, no mesmo ano de 1946, o Governo brasileiro lançou o Programa de Valorização da Amazônia. Ao término da segunda guerra, no Brasil, encerrou-se também o período do governo ditatorial de Getúlio Vargas, tendo sido instituída uma nova Constituição no país, em 1946, quando foi eleita a câmara legislativa. Pela nova Constituição (Artigo 199) ficava estabelecido que seriam destinados 3% da renda nacional para o “desenvolvimento” da Amazônia. 

A Amazônia dessa época era um campo onde ambos projetos faziam defrontar diferentes orientações sobre nacionalismo e internacionalismo científico, mas também diferentes posições políticas e econômicas, traduzidas em colonização versus ecologia. Tais confrontações ainda hoje fazem eco.

Sally Evans (University of Liverpool) ‘No regalar nuestros conocimientos’: Aspects of the protection of Amazonian indigenous medical knowledge

This paper addresses the issue of intellectual property rights and indigenous knowledge in Latin America by looking at the situation as it was in the Ecuadorian Amazon during my fieldwork in 2004-5. By examining local indigenous medical practices in the context of the commodification of knowledge, I aim to show that current intellectual property rights are inadequate and indeed undesirable for certain indigenous medical knowledges. Nevertheless, there need to be just and equal forms of protection and compensation for indigenous medical knowledge, which is something that various agencies work towards.  
Dr. Serena Heckler (Department of Anthropology, Durham University) Just as they conquered our lands with weapons, now they destroy our knowledge with contracts': the Wõthïhã perspective on commodification of indigenous knowledge. 
A heated debate about the ethics of bioprospecting has been raging amongst researchers, commercial interests and indigenous rights organizations for years.  Rather than reaching a consensus, this debate has been marked by increasing misunderstanding and entrenchment. This paper analyses an indigenous response to bioprospecting in the Venezuelan Amazon, and finds that while researchers and their institutional backers are often concerned with issues such as equitable benefit-sharing and intellectual property rights, indigenous peoples are concerned with indigenous knowledge as a useful tool with which to address fundamentally unequal social, political and legal contexts.  

Latin American migration and development: transnational perspectives (Session 2) 
Bedson Teaching Centre, room LG37
Dr Katie Wright Revolledo (University of Bath) Constructing wellbeing across spatial boundaries: The case of Peruvian migrants in London and Madrid

The purpose of this research is to examine the social and cultural construction of the ‘wellbeing’ of migrants in specific societal contexts. As part of this, it explores social and cultural connectivity processes (such as flows of ideas) between migrants and communities remaining in the ‘home’ country. This has been done using the case study of Peruvian migrants living in particular districts of London (UK) and Madrid (Spain). The research will be used to improve understanding of the social and cultural construction of wellbeing of migrants in different societal contexts and is expected to have implications for policymakers and NGOs concerned with promoting the wellbeing of migrant communities.

Dr. Caroline Moser (Brookings Institution, Washington DC) The gendered dimensions of Guayaquil, Ecuador – Barcelona youth migration and its implications for transnational asset accumulation

This paper describes recent migration patterns of young men and women from the suburbios of Guayaquil to Barcelona. The empirical data comes from a survey of the sons of households in Indio Guayas, a low-income community, that form part of a longitudinal 26 year panel data study. It also includes their women partners who have accompanied them, or met in Barcelona. It describes gender differentiated causes of migration, the ‘niche’ insertion of men and women into the Barcelona labour market and the gender diversity in their asset accumulation strategies both in Barcelona and back in Guayaquil. The paper compares this group of young people in Barcelona and their brothers and sisters who have remained in Indio Guayas. This highlights differences in aspirations and self-esteem (auto-estima) of those working in a boom city such as Barcelona, with those still struggling to find viable employment in economically depressed Guayaquil where alienation and associated violence are increasing trends.

Juan Cock (Queen Mary, University of London) Transnational Practices of Colombian Migrants in London

Migrants who engage in transnational practices face a double process. The first is finding a place in, and adapting to the conditions of, the destination of migration. The second is establishing connections with the place of origin. Using ethnographic data and secondary sources, in this presentation I will outline the way community organizations and ethnic businesses have facilitated this double process for Colombian migrants in London. These two types of spaces actively facilitate adaptation to the British context and the maintenance of relations with the home country creating the appropriate conditions that gives many Colombian migrants the possibility of living transnational lives.

In Search of Stability: Constitutions and Political Culture in Nineteenth-Century Latin America. (Session 2)

Bedson Teaching Centre, room G35

Matthew Brown (Bristol University) Political Culture in 1830s New Granada: The Difficult Journey from Vélez to Washington.

This paper will explore political culture in 1830s New Granada (present-day Colombia) through the analysis of the life and works of a minor regional governor, Tomás Murray (born in 1788 in Scotland, died in 1854 in Bogotá). One highpoint of his long political career in New Granada (dating roughly from 1828-1853) was his spell in the 1830s as the Governor of department of Vélez in the New Granadan highlands, where he unveiled an array of initiatives that would have revolutionalised political culture. To symbolize the great changes that he planned, Murray proposed changing the name of the department from Vélez to Washington. The paper argues that Murray’s life and works can be read for evidence of an informal imperial context that shaped New Granadan political culture in the first century after independence.

Will Fowler, (University of St. Andrews) The [Extra] Constitutional Role of the Mexican Army in Independent Mexico (1821-1857).

The history of the army, like that of the constitutional governments, was characterized by the dualities and dichotomies elicited by the gulf that emerged between the governments’ aims and a reality that proved painfully hard to mould. The clash between the dreams of the young country’s reformers and the customs of a large, badly-communicated, poorly educated, and intensely regionalized and ethnically-diverse traditionalist population is at the heart of the experience studied here. It is a story of repeated attempts to improve, change, reform; and of consecutive and, too often, sanguinary failures. In a sense, highlighting the governments’ many shortcomings comes too easy: defeat, dismemberment, unresolved conflicts, bloodshed, and desperate authoritarian solutions. Notwithstanding this, the tirelessness of the Mexican people and their civilian and military representatives and leaders must not be overlooked. The remarkable perseverance of an elite that refused to be phased by the litany of disasters that afflicted the country, and who continued to seek systemic solutions to the nation’s problems, is worthy of admiration. This paper analyses the role that was awarded the army in the four national constitutions that were implemented in independent Mexico (i.e., the 1824, 1836, 1843, and 1857 Constitutions) contrasting the different charters’ expectations with how the political class requested, in tandem, military extra-constitutional measures in times of crisis.

Marco Landavazo, (Universidad Michoacana de San Nicolás Hidalgo), El equilibrio de poderes en el constitucionalismo local mexicano del siglo XIX.

La Constitución federal mexicana de 1824 estableció un régimen de gobierno caracterizado por una “debilidad” del titular del poder ejecutivo, que contrastaba con la fortaleza del poder legislativo. Sin embargo, una mirada a las constituciones locales parece mostrar, al nivel local, una suerte de mayor equilibrio entre ambos poderes, con tendencia a un predominio del ejecutivo. En este trabajo abordo pues algunos aspectos de la relación entre los poderes legislativo y ejecutivo, con el objetivo de demostrar que al nivel local parecía existir una mayor preocupación por el tema de la gobernabilidad y la estabilidad política. 

Catherine Andrews, (Universidad Autónoma de Tamaulipas) Lucas Alamán’s Projects for Constitutional Reform. 1830-1835.  

In 1830 Lucas Alamán published an essay in the newspaper Registro Oficial outlining the reforms he considered necessary for Mexico’s 1824 Federal Constitution. This was reprinted as a pamphlet in 1835 under the title of Reflecsiones sobre algunas reformas a la Constitucion federal de la República mexicana and appeared at the same time as a further work of his on the subject entitled Examen imparcial de la administración del general vicepresidente D. Anastasio Bustamente. Con observaciones generales sobre el Estado Presente de la Republica y consecuencias que este debe producir. Through a study of these two essays this paper will analyse Alamán’s political ideas and constitutionalist projects in the 1830s. It will argue that, contrary to the interpretations of many historians, during these years he did not advocate the adoption of a centralist system, nor the abolition of representative government. Instead, it will show that Alamán’s real interest lay in promoting radical changes in the distribution of power between the three branches of Federal government.

Music in Latin America: Memory, Activism & Social Change
(Session 2) 
Armstrong Building CETL Seminar room

Natalie Kirschstein (Harvard University) The Uruguayan Murga as 'The Voice of the People': Song, Metaphor, and the Language of Political Agency

Murga, an Uruguayan genre of carnival music, is a sung chronicle of the year. Dubbed “the voice of the people”, murga is a space to contest the status quo, critiquing and commenting on political and social issues, such as education, human rights, and poverty. While the voice is a commonplace metaphor for agency, in murga this metaphor extends beyond the merely linguistic: the voice, the sung voice, and the very act of singing have all come to signify political and social freedom. My paper explores this relationship between text, music and action as central to murga’s social and political role.

Laiz Chen Capra (University of Nottingham) Music and oral poetry of the oppressed in the Northeast of Brazil: the political work of Patativa do Assaré

As a poor peasant and a local practitioner of the popular arts, Patativa do Assaré’s political work places him at the same time as victim, witness and accuser in an attempt to represent and amplify the voices of the oppressed. A self-proclaimed popular/oral poet ‘do povo’, Patativa expresses through his empowered voice the trauma and stigma that are usually associated with the unprivileged backlanders. This paper will examine, through the analysis of Patativa’s political poems, how music and oral poetry can empower the marginalised in the Brazilian Northeast and how that affects the representation and construction of the nordestino identity. 

Dr Vanessa Knights (School of Modern Languages, Newcastle University) Sexo contra muerte: AIDS and Popular Music 
This paper will be read by Dr. Paul Attinello, in memory of Dr. Knights, who died on the 10th of March, 2007. 

This paper draws on collaborative work with Paul Attinello on artistic responses engendered by the twenty-five years of the AIDS crisis; these include a number of pieces of popular music, all of which combine the political and emotional with a powerful musical impact. A brief overview of the kinds of cultural work being done by associated popular musics will include:

· political/confrontational songs (focus on group ILLAPU from Chile)

· educational/didactive songs (focus on campaign by National Latino AIDS awareness day)

· songs opening up an intimate space of mourning/memory/dialogue (focus on Willie Colón)

· parody/humour/rage (in relation to punk and rock, example from Brujería)
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